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South Edinburgh Quaker Meeting 

December 2009 Calendar 

 

KEY EVENTS & INFORMATION FOR SOUTH EDINBURGH MEETING 

� Every Sunday: MEETING FOR WORSHIP at 10:30am at the Open Door, 420 
Morningside Road 

� Every morning, Monday to Friday: “Early Bird” MEETING FOR WORSHIP at 
Friends Meeting House, 7 Victoria Terrace, from 8am for half an hour. 

� 6 December, Sunday: MINI-MART after Meeting for Worship, in aid of Wiston 
Lodge. 

� 6 December, Sunday: MEETING FOR WORSHIP AT PORTOBELLO. Old Parish 
Church, Bellfield Street, at 7:30pm for about half an hour. 

� 6 December, Sunday: CHRISTMAS BOXES FOR OXGANGS (bring ready-covered 
shoeboxes and items to put in them). 

� 13 December, Sunday: ALL-AGE MEETING FOR WORSHIP AND WELCOME FOR 
BABIES AND CHILDREN. 11:00am at 7 Victoria Terrace. 

� 20 December, Sunday: MEETING FOR WORSHIP at Wiston Lodge, nr Biggar, 
followed by Christmas celebration. 

� 12 December, Saturday: AREA MEETING FOR BUSINESS at Polmont, 2pm. 

� 12 December, Saturday: MEMORIAL MEETING to celebrate the life of Eleanor 
Robertson, long time member of South Edinburgh Meeting. 2.30pm at the Glasite 
Meeting House, 33 Barony Street, Edinburgh. 

� 15 December, Tuesday: CAROL SINGING for everyone, 7.30pm, Victoria 
Terrace. 

� 16 December, Wednesday: QUAKER LESBIAN AND GAY FELLOWSHIP, 7pm at 
the Glasite Meeting House, 33 Barony St (on the corner of Barony St and Albany 
Lane; enter by the Albany Lane doors and call buzzer 7). All welcome! Enquiries to 
edinburgh.qlgf@gmail.com or to Mary Woodward. 

� 20 December, Sunday: MEETING FOR WORSHIP at Wiston Lodge, nr Biggar, 
followed by Christmas celebration. (There will also be Meeting for Worship at the 
Open Door, as usual.) 

� 27 December, Sunday: MEETING FOR WORSHIP AT PORTOBELLO at 10:30am, 3 
Esplanade Terrace. 

Curlews on the beach 
at Portobello 
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� 3 January 2010, Sunday: MINI-MART after Meeting for Worship, in aid of Wiston 
Lodge. 

� 3 January 2010, Sunday: MEETING FOR WORSHIP AT PORTOBELLO. Old Parish 
Church, Bellfield Street, at 7:30pm for about half an hour. 

� 16 January 2010, Saturday: AREA MEETING FOR BUSINESS at 7 Victoria 
Terrace, 11am. 

� 17 January 2010, Sunday: LOCAL BUSINESS MEETING, at the Open Door. 

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR DECEMBER 

December’s special collection will go to support Streetworks, an Edinburgh-based 
organisation which works with vulnerable people on the streets. They help with 
housing, alcohol, drugs, health, benefits, relationships, sexuality, prostitution, or 
anything at all… 

In the city centre they look for the most vulnerable and give them crisis support, 
making sure they are safe and helping them to access emergency accommodation. In 
the housing estates, they educate young people to help them stay off drugs, away 
from crime, and to make better choices about sexual health. They aim to guide every 
individual towards a better life, education, training and job opportunities. 

BIRTHDAY CORNERBIRTHDAY CORNERBIRTHDAY CORNERBIRTHDAY CORNER    

 
In December the following young people will be celebrating their birthdays: 

CharlotteCharlotteCharlotteCharlotte will be  will be  will be  will be 3 3 3 3 on on on on December 13thDecember 13thDecember 13thDecember 13th    

Please remember to let me know if any young people need to be added to the list! 

Welcome of babies and children  
Rejoice in the presence of children and young people and recognise the gifts  
they bring. Remember the whole meeting has a responsibility for every child  
in its care. Seek for them as for yourself a full development of God's gifts  

and the abundant life Jesus tells us can be ours. (Advice 19) 

We are having a welcome of babies and children new to our meetings. This is an Area 
meeting event and will take place on Sunday 13th December at 11.00am at 7 Victoria 
Terrace. The meeting for worship will last about 45 minutes followed by refreshments 
in the hall downstairs. All are warmly invited to come and share in this special event. 

Madeleine Harding 

The Ultimate in Co Clerking 
At the last Local Business Meeting, it was reported that Sandra Riddell and Jenny 
Robertson’s period as co-clerks finishes at the end of December, and that Nominations 
committee and Elders & Overseers had been working on finding successors, but had 
not been able to find someone who could take on the whole job. 

A meeting was held on Monday 23rd November 2009 to look at possible ways forward. 
The following people discussed how to share out the work of the clerk: Chris Booth, 
Susie Reade, Sandra Riddle, Mary Steven, Dierdre Armstrong and Judith Shepherd. 
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We propose experimenting with splitting the work as outlined in the table below. The 
same people will review how the clerking is going at a meeting on 24th March 2010. 
We would be glad to hear any comments or helpful suggestions from other Friends. 

COMMUNICATION 

External 

Correspondence 

AM, GM, Friends House 
mailings, appeals etc. 
which are delivered to 
Friends’ box at the 
Open Door and passed 
to the right people. 

Mary Steven 

A file will be kept for mail which 
should be seen by Elders and 
Overseers. Appeals will be passed 
to Mary Woodward. 

Internal 
Communication 

Passing 
communications on via 
the e-mail list, the 
calendar or notices and 
minutes etc. 

Sandra Riddell 

Circulation of 

newsletters, 
journals, pamphlets 
and paper notices 

Weekly before and 
after Meeting 

Mary Steven 

Giving Notices, 
welcoming visitors 

Weekly after Meeting Elders and Overseers will do this 
on a rota basis. Dierdre 

Armstrong will act as backup. 
Liaison with Open 

Door:  
 

 The Open Door liaises with David 

Somervell and they have 
Sandra’s e-mail address. Susie will 
discuss this with David. 

Phone Contact  Sandra Ridell’s name is in the 
book of members and she will 
continue for the moment to take 
the occasional calls and respond to 
enquiries. 

FINANCE 

Collections Counting and making a 
note of both LM and 
special collections, 
putting amounts onto 
spreadsheet, putting 
money into the bank 
and sending details to 
the treasurer 

Sue Noble will continue to do this 
with Judith Shepherd acting as 
backup. 

Confirming Special 

Collections 

Liaison with SC person 
and taking to LM 2-3 
times a year 

Chris Booth and Judith 

Shepherd in liaison with Mary 
Woodward. 

Signatory for Bank 
Account 

 Martin Burnell (treasurer) will be 
asked if there is a need for a 
second signatory for the bank 
account. 

CLERKING 

Clerking Business 
Meeting and Tasks 

Arising 

Preparing agenda, 
clerking meeting, writing 
and distributing minutes 
at 5 meetings a year 

Chris Booth and Judith 
Shepherd will share this work. 

Attending Area 
Meeting 

 No decision was taken on this. 
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Library News 
You may be pleased to know that Central Edinburgh Meeting’s Library Catalogue is 
now available on the Area Meeting website. 1,562 books are catalogued by Author and 
Title, and a KeyWords list is underway. It is hoped to add other Meeting’s libraries in 
due course. 

You can also reach it through the web address: http://www.quakerbib.org.uk. This will 
bring you to a general portal, where you can click on Central Edinburgh Meeting. 

The library committee has pruned books as it went along, and off-cuts are available in 
the reception area of 7 Victoria Terrace. You are welcome to take them and all 
donations are appreciated. 

Christmas celebration at Wiston 
We have been invited to join Friends from Lanark Meeting at Wiston Lodge on 20 
December for Meeting for Worship, followed by lunch and an afternoon of singing, 
games, etc. Jane Lewis will co-ordinate the singing, which will venture beyond the 
usual (over-)familiar carols! 

Phil Noble has agreed to coordinate lifts (requests and offer to him please). If there 
are costs incurred which cannot be easily settled between those sharing transport 
Martin Burnell, Treasurer, has agreed we could approach the Meeting. 

Kerry Oliver will look after the financial contributions for lunch: Wiston charge £7.50 
and we are following Martin Burnell’s suggestion that folk pay what they can afford 
(more or less) and that the difference is provided by Meeting funds. 

Rufus Reade will collect names and numbers of folk proposing to go and let Kerry 
have these details (plus any dietary requests which Wiston need by Sunday 6 
December). Rufus will be away from December 2 to 11, so please let him have the 
information before then. 

East Lothian Meeting  
There will not be a meeting for worship in Haddington on Sunday 27th December 
2009. 

Pat Lucas 

READING THE BIBLE WITH FRIENDS 
The next meeting will be on 16 December. Open to all regardless of “book 
knowledge”. Suggestions for topics welcome. For more details and reading materials, 
please contact Alastair Reid on 0131 447 4191. We now have a website with details of 
readings, meetings and other resources: 
http://sites.google.com/site/readingthebiblewithfriends/. 

Report on Meeting with Mike Pringle MSP at the Open Door 
on Fri. 20th November 
Eight Friends were present 

CLIMATE CHANGE - New report by Friends of the Earth, etc. “Power of Scotland 

Renewed” 

In response to being given the gist of the report Mike Pringle indicated he had “glanced” 
at a copy of a summary and felt it was broadly compatible with current Lib-Dem policies. 
Main concerns are around the question of the level of investment of resources to make 
feasible the goals of zero carbon electricity generation by 2030 which the report 
champions. Both a substantial leap forward in renewables installation, and a significant 
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reduction in demand are prerequisites, these necessitating investment that may be 
difficult to achieve within existing or near future Scottish budgets. Growth in the amount 
and quality of power generating equipment in both individual and grouped housing is a 
feature of note, some capable of augmenting the grid supply, but major growth would 
again mean financial encouragement. 

Concern was expressed over the failure of housing associations to insulate older housing 
stock. Wherever there are community groups in such areas, pressure may be needed to 
begin tackle this. 

The 10/10 campaign which is backed by the UK Government, aiming at a 10% reduction 
in the carbon footprints of individuals, businesses, and public authorities  during 2010, is 
something of which we might raise awareness as well as practising it ourselves. Can we 
move away from the “culture of convenience” and careless waste which has been a 
feature of the consumer society? 

The FoE report is in the hands of the environmental committee of the Parliament and we 
need to follow its progress , perhaps expressing our interest to other MSPs, and in due 
course acquaint ourselves with the Government response. 

ALCOHOL BILL 

The proposals were outlined. Most could be supported by Lib-Dems but not minimum 
pricing. Pros and cons of this were discussed. The British Medical Association and the 
Health authorities favour minimum pricing. Some principles by which to make a 
judgement were read from Quaker Action on Alcohol and Drugs. 

A view was expressed that this clause begs the real questions, and the harder decisions 
were seen to be on enforcement of existing legislation, with lessons being learned from 
Swedish experience, such as outlawing supermarket sales of alcohol. It may be we have 
still to address seriously the severity of the alcohol addiction problem in Scotland. Some of 
us might make sure our political representatives hear 

our concerns and gain their responses. 

WELFARE REFORM BILL - ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 

Mike Pringle pointed out that this is a proposed UK measure and Holyrood can have no 
influence on its provisions. However in response to some concerns expressed he agreed to 
enquire about the origins of a Motion we hear has been put down and let us know, so that 
we can, if we wish, consider asking our constituency MSPs to sign it. 

Dear All, 

We are heading to live in Kilgour farmhouse, Falkland, Fife, for 6 months from the 1st of 
January. We’re looking to rent out our flat in Portobello for those 6 months. 

The flat is fully furnished. It’s on the ground floor of a really friendly stair. There’s a lovely 
wood burning stove in the comfortable dining/living room, with a tiny kitchen off it and a 
door out to the shared back green (we’ve got a tiny patch of our own, which people would 
be welcome to plant up, there’s also an allotment which you’re welcome to enjoy). Then 
there are 3 bedrooms – two of which have large built in sleeping platforms, then a 
bath/shower room, and a toilet. There’s a pulley in the hall, central heating in all the 
rooms, and excellent double-glazed wooden sash windows. The rent is £700 not including 
bills and council tax: Flat 2, 8 Marlborough Street, Portobello, Edinburgh EH15 2BG. 0131 
657 2555. 

If you know of anyone who might be interested, please bounce this message on to them, 
we’d like to rent out the flat before signing the lease on the farmhouse! 

best wishes, Justin and Eva 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST & DEEP CONCERN TO FRIENDS 

Women’s Interfaith Group 
The next meetings of the group is on December 9, at Nicholson Square. Speak to Alison 
Burnley if you would like more information. 
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Protest In Harmony 
The next sessions of Protest in Harmony is on December 12, from 10:00 – 1:00 at 7 
Victoria Terrace. 

The group meets one Saturday each month to learn songs of freedom and struggle from 
around the world. All are welcome. No need to read music, no singing experience 
necessary — just come along with your enthusiasm and your voice! More information from 
Jane Lewis or Chris Booth (or on the website: www.protestinharmony.org.uk). 

Campaign Against Arms Trade 
The next meeting of the Edinburgh CAAT group will be on Thursday, 3 December at 2pm, 
at the Quaker Meeting House. 

CAAT will also be running a stall in Rose Street (opposite the back of Jenners) at 2:30pm 
on December 12. Protest in Harmony will be singing – do come along and join in, or shake 
a can if you don’t fancy singing! 

Morningside Justice and Peace Group  

This group meets at The Open Door, 420 Morningside Road.  For further details contact 
Patricia Robson on 0131 229 0803. 

� 2 December: James Fergusson, writer and journalists (author of ‘A Million Bullets: The 
real story of the army in Afghanistan’), ‘Afghanistan after a Million Bullets’ 

� 9 December: Cameron Pirie, Campaigner and Member of the Radicals, ‘Balancing the 
World’s Ecology: a unique spiritual approach’. 

Singers Group 

Carol Singing for everyone at 7.30 at Victoria Terrace on Tuesday 15 December. Please 
come! 
Penicuik Vault Singers sing Taizé chants every Sunday at 3.15 in the sequence Crichton, 
Rosslyn, Craigmillar Castle and Dunfermline. I am not able to go every week but am 
happy to offer a lift when I do go – for example 6 Dec at Rosslyn. 

Rachel Frith 

Worship Sharing Group 
The Quaker Faith and Practice Worship Sharing Group meets on Thursday evenings from 
7pm to 9pm at the Meeting House. 

More more information please contact Jasmine Perinpanayagam (0131 477 1073) or 
Rachel Frith (0131 668 3937). 

Friendly Walks 

About once a month, some of us join Friends from Glasgow to Perthshire for hill walking. 
Sometimes there is also an opportunity for lower-level walks in the same location. The last 
walk of 2009 will be on December 12th. Details still to be confirmed but I will be walking 
and co-ordinating transport! We generally share transport. If you would like to join us, 
please let me know if you need or can offer a lift.  

Walkers are responsible for their own safety and should come well-equipped. 

If you would like to be added to the email list, please email: 
annemarie.procter@googlemail.com. 

Annemarie Procter  

Living Witness Project Dates for the Diary  

� Saturday December 5th: get dug in at Whitmuir Organics 
(www.whitmuirorganics.co.uk)! A Living Witness outing to this inspiring organic farm 
between Penicuik and West Linton. Grand opening of new eco-friendly complex of farm 
shop, café/restaurant and gallery, plus morning planting of 10,000 trees as shelter 
belts for vegetables – linked with BBC project to plant 1 million trees by mid-day! 
Please sign up by Friday 20th November. Contact Penny Holland for details: tel: 0131 
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477 6315, email: pennyholland@blueyonder.co.uk. Offers of car transport and spades, 
please! 

� Saturday 5th December: THE WAVE Stop Climate Chaos coalition demonstration in 
Glasgow. As international governments limp towards vital climate change negotiations 
in Copenhagen this December, it’s more important than ever to demonstrate popular 
support for action against global warming. THE WAVE will take place in Glasgow – 
further details to be announced. The more friends who can be there the better! If you 
are interested in coming along, please get in touch with Gregory Norminton of the 
Living Witness Group on 0131 228 5031 or by email, gdrn@totalise.co.uk. 

�  

Calendar compiled by: Chris Booth (chris@gn.apc.org, 0131-669 5591) 

Please send items for the January issue to me by Friday 25th December, 9 pm 

I have been editing/producing the Calendar for several years now, and I’d like to pass the 
job on to someone else. Is there anyone who would like to take on this interesting and 
enjoyable task? I’d estimate it takes me 4 or 5 hours a month, though of course it needn’t 
be as elaborate as this – a bit more Quakerly simplicity might be in order! Have a word 
with me if you are interested. 

Chris Booth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Another) testimony held by early Friends was that against the keeping of ‘times and 
seasons’. We might understand this as part of the conviction that all of life is 

sacramental; that since all times are therefore holy, no time should be marked out as 

more holy; that what God has done for us should always be remembered and not only 
on the occasions named Christmas, Easter and Pentecost. 

  

QFP 27.42 


