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GENERAL MEETING FOR SCOTLAND

7th June 2008

Kelso 

Min. 1 Reading

During Meeting for Worship we heard a reading from Quaker Faith and Practice 6.05 concerning ministry in Quaker meetings for business. 

Min. 2 Welcome

We welcome Michael Hutchinson, Assistant Recording Clerk, to this GM. 

We welcome one attender to our meeting today. 

We will record the total numbers of all present and add them to these minutes.

East Scotland

  8


South East Scotland
22 


North Scotland

  1


West Scotland

  7


                  



Total:  38
Min. 3 New members and deaths

We record the following new members since our last meeting:


Jon Middleton (SE)

Jane Palmer (N)


Mary Steven (SE).

We record the following deaths since our last meeting:


Barclay Braithwaite (E)

Alison Douglas (SE)


Valerie Johnston (E)


Mary Rattray (W).

Min. 4 Reporter 

We appoint Ann Millar from North Scotland AM to report this meeting to The Friend and the Scottish Friend. We ask South East Scotland AM to report on the next GM.

Min. 5 Resignation of Graham Marsden

Our Friend Graham Marsden has given notice of resignation from his post as Administrative Secretary and will be giving up this employment with us on 30th June after 9 years service. We wish him well in future activities and record our appreciation of his support and wise advice to General Meeting Clerks, and his willing and friendly service to Friends in Scotland. We note with gratitude that he is willing to construct the next annual checklist and Book of Members and Attenders on a voluntary basis as the deadlines are probably too close for his successor to learn the system, and accept this offer. We ask the Clerk to send him a copy of this minute.
Min. 6 Post of Administrator

The Clerk has reported on discussion within Central Committee and Trustees about a revised job description for the renamed post of Administrator. We have reflected together on how we see the role of this person, the need for administrative support, the question of how far this might include promotion of the work of Friends in Scotland, and whether attendance at GM should be expected and included in paid time.

We agree that the main function of this post should be to provide administrative support to enable Friends in Scotland to function effectively. We are content with the information we have received about the revised and more specific job description. However we feel that attendance by the Administrator at GM would be mutually helpful. We are willing to make a payment, plus expenses, for such attendance, additional to the salary offered. We ask that this be added to the Terms of Employment.
Min. 7 Annual Report and Accounts 2007

Our treasurer Daphne Wassermann has introduced the Annual Report and Accounts for 2007. These have been approved by Trustees. We note that our overall bank balances have increased from £6889 to £7713. We agree that the documents be duly signed and forwarded to OSCR (Office of the Scottish Charities Regulator).

We thank our treasurer and the Trustees for their work on this.

We agree that proposed donations over £1000 be approved by Trustees. 
For future years, we ask that, once approved by Trustees, the Report and Accounts be made available on request from AM Treasurers.
Min. 8 Appointments and Representatives
We agree to appoint the following –

1.
Representative Friend
Jan 09 to Dec 09


Pamala McDougall

2. 
Action for Churches Together in Scotland Forum Representative



Margaret Peacock 
Apr 10 to Dec 11
3.
ACTS Forum Deputy Representative
Jan 09 to Dec 11


Mary Latham

4.
Churches Agency for Interfaith Relations (CAIRS)
Jul 08 to Dec 10


Jenny Robertson

5. 
ACTS Faith Studies Network
Apr 10 to Dec 11


Christine Davis

6.
ACTS Mission Network
Jan 09 to Dec 11


Bobby Locke

7.
Network of Ecumenical Women in Scotland (NEWS)
Jan 09 to Dec 11


Kate Arnot, Marjorie Farquharson

8.
ACTS Personnel Committee
Jan 09 to Dec 11


Martin Burnell

9.
ACTS Finance Committee
Oct 08 to Dec 11


Pamela Brunt

10.
ACTS Working with Children in Church
Jan 09 to Dec 09


Sylvia Massey

11. 
Scottish Churches Social Inclusion Network
Jan 09 to Dec 11


Philip Bryers

12.
Church of Scotland Guild representative
6 September 08


Robert Thompson

13.
URY Estate Working Group


Pamala McDougall, Eva Deregowska, Michael Baker, Paul Burton (subject to consent).
Min. 9 Work of Trustees
We have received a report on the work of Trustees after 1 year from Pam Brunt. She feels it is useful to have a group of named Friends to exercise oversight of financial and other issues as required under new charity legislation. Trustees do not however intend to take over the work of any Function Groups. 
A copy of the report is attached to these Minutes.

Min. 10 Scottish Churches House
Pamala McDougall has reported on the progress of the special appeal to ensure the financial viability of Scottish Churches House. This GM has previously contributed to the appeal.  She and Margaret Peacock, as members of ACTS Forum, participated in the decision-making in May about the way forward. The Forum decided that the appeal had been sufficiently successful to commence the first phase of the development plan. 
Pamala invited Friends in Scotland to own the House on another level by using it as much as possible, both individually and in groups. 

Min. 11 Report from Representative Friend
Pamala McDougall has reported on her visit to Geneva as part of an ACTS study visit, which included visits to the World Council of Churches offices and discussions about its work. She found the whole visit exciting and illuminating. 
She organised a special visit to the Quaker United Nations Office where there was a lively question and answer session. Overall the visit had been a great experience and Pamala felt that valuable seeds had been sown.

Min. 12 Scottish Churches Community Trust
Pamela Brunt has reported on her work as our representative on SCCT, a grant making body supported by the main churches in Scotland. The Trust has been reviewing its work. After considerable debate they have decided to become part of “Faith in Community Scotland”, an interfaith group, to increase the effectiveness of their work on social projects aimed at the reduction of poverty. This was not an easy process, and has involved deep reflection by the participating churches about how interfaith social action work can be developed without detracting from the convictions of each faith community. Our financial contribution this year to SCCT has been £250. We will keep this amount under review.
Min. 13 Meeting for Sufferings – reports from GM representatives 
Margaret Peacock has reported on the progress of the deliberations about the future work of friends within BYM through the Long Term Framework. The main goal has been to try to draw together our central work and the work of Friends locally. One aim of the Framework is to identify priorities for the work of all Friends in Britain.
There has been widespread agreement about the need for a new way of working, involving finding ways of releasing the energies and talents of Friends throughout the Society of Friends in Britain.

Min. 14 Dates and venues for 2009-10

We confirm the following GM dates and venues for 2009/10:




20 June 2009
West Scotland AM (Glasgow)




12 Sept 2009

East Scotland AM 




21/22 Nov 2009
North Scotland AM (Aberdeen)




13 Mar 2010

West Scotland AM (Glasgow)
Min. 15 Reflections on Britain Yearly Meeting 2008
We have heard reflections from several friends present at BYM two weeks ago.
Mike Perks described the “Seeds of Change” session, which envisaged a dynamic interaction between work and worship, with spiritual power flowing in both directions. He raised the question of how GM for Scotland will respond to the challenges raised by the Long Term Framework.

Michael Hutchinson, Assistant Recording Clerk of BYM, has offered a perspective from Friends House, and gave us an idea of the many unusual and challenging problems involved in preparing the premises for the Yearly Meeting influx. Meeting together on occasions like that is vital to sustaining and developing our spiritual community.

For Margaret Mortimer, this was a difficult Yearly Meeting. One of the strong sessions had to do with the homophobic content of some recent African YM epistles. This raised complex issues of censorship, legality, honesty and how to engage with Yearly Meetings holding views that we see as offensive and discriminatory.

We have been helped today in our understanding of this issue by Robin Waterston’s recollections of the Friends World Gathering in Kenya in 1991 and his thoughts about the current position of gay and lesbian people in Kenya. We recognise the vital importance of maintaining dialogue with Kenyan Friends.

Throughout Yearly Meeting there was active and positive participation by groups of children and young people. The 18-25 transitional group were generally supportive of the Long Term Framework, but felt that BYM is somewhat resistant to change.

We are challenged to consider how we might work to make General Meeting a more inclusive event and to make it easier for everyone to make a contribution to the community that is General Meeting in Scotland.

Min. 16 Closing Minute
We record our thanks to Kelso Friends for being our hosts at this GM, and look forward to meeting again in Glasgow on 20 September.

Robin Waterston

Clerk
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