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GENERAL MEETING FOR SCOTLAND

Residential Meeting 24th – 25th November 2007 

Min. 1 Reading

During Meeting for Worship we heard a reading from Quaker Faith and Practice 23.94 and 23.95 reflecting on aspects of crime and imprisonment

Min. 2 Deaths

During Meeting for Worship we heard of the deaths of Walter Miller of South East Area Meeting and Elizabeth Hemingway of West AM.

Min. 3 Representatives

The following are recorded as AM representatives 

East Scotland -  Robert Thompson, Adwoa Bittle

South East Scotland – Mike Perks, Alison Burnley 

North Scotland –  Eva Deregowska

West Scotland – Mary Latham, Margaret Peacock, Norman Peacock

We will record the total numbers of all present and add them to these minutes.

East Scotland


11

South East Scotland

26

North Scotland


  2

West Scotland


10
                  




Total
49

Attenders – Ingrid Robson, Steven Brown, Margaret Fox, Charlie Ryder

Visitors – We warmly welcome Sheilagh Kesting, Moderator of the Church of Scotland.

Min. 4 New Members

The following are welcomed into membership

Edward Tyler of West Scotland AM, Sarah Martin, Senga Munro and Susan Sowerby of East  Scotland AM.

Min. 5 Reporter 

We appoint Norman Peacock  from West Scotland AM to report on this meeting to The Friend and the Scottish Friend. We ask South East Scotland AM to report on the next GM.

Min. 6 Change of date

To avoid a clash with Meeting for Sufferings, we agree to change the date of the GM in September next year to 20 Sept, in Glasgow.

Min. 7 Dots and Commas

We appoint Margaret Peacock to correct any errors in spelling, grammar and clarity to these minutes while preserving the sense agreed at this meeting, and also to receive written suggestions at this meeting.
Min. 8  Appointments 

We agree to appoint the following -

GM Clerk – Robin Waterston (Nov 2007 – Dec 2009)

Trustee, Northern Friends Youth Events Trust – Bronwen Currie (Jan 2008 – Dec 2010)

Convenor, Children and Young People’s Function Group – post still vacant

Convenor, Adult Education and Conference Function Group – we are unable to find a nominee to serve as convenor of this function group. We ask the clerk to approach the members of the function group to explore whether they would be able to organise the Kindrogan weekend in 2008.

Representative to General Assembly of the Church of Scotland – we ask Nominations Committee to bring forward a name to our next GM.

Min. 9 Scottish Churches Disability Agenda Group

Margaret Boland has introduced the work of the Scottish Churches Disability Agenda Group. This new group has been recognised by ACTS and is hoping to be registered as a charity with the Office of the Scottish Charities Regulator (OSCR). Their aim is to obtain funding to employ a part-time staff member to assist in raising awareness of issues of disability equality. 

Churches need to make their buildings physically accessible, but there are wider issues of attitudes to disability and lack of imagination which can lead to practical exclusion of some members from making as full a contribution as they might. 

We thank Margaret Boland for introducing this topic and we encourage Friends to contribute further thoughts to the Group through her. 

Min. 10 Peace campaigning 

Janet Fenton has reported on recent peace activity in Scotland including a submission to the Lord Advocate’s office requesting a ruling on the legality of Trident, and a conference organised by the Scottish Government on all aspects of the stationing of Trident nuclear weapons in Scotland. 

Janet encouraged us all to contact our MSP’s or others in positions of influence on this issue.  We are at a pivotal moment in the development of nuclear policy in Scotland and Britain and more broadly. The Scottish Peace Covenant is becoming more widely known and supported. 

We have heard of the implications of this for the Middle East, and of the need to work in whatever ways we can to develop a culture of peace.  We thank Janet for her presentation. 

Min. 11  Quaker logo

The Clerk has introduced a discussion on the role and purpose of the Scottish Quaker logo and the BYM Quaker logo.

There are diverse views amongst us on aspects of design and communication. We agree to ask the Communications Function Group to consider the issues raised today and to bring forward a report for discussion at a future GM.

Min. 12 Scottish Prisons

We have welcomed Andrew McLellan, Chief Inspector of Scottish Prisons, together with his deputy John McCaig and his secretary Janet Reid, to our meeting.

His presentation ‘Meet Jim’ traced in pictures and words the progress of a man, who is not expecting a custodial sentence, from arrival at court, to sentencing and thence, finally, to a prison cell.  Andrew stressed the lack of information given to the man throughout the process and helped us to imagine how the man felt at every step of the way.

At the end of his talk, he introduced Jim in person.  Jim is in fact a working prison officer who had agreed to be filmed in this way.  Jim himself spoke of this day of filming as the worst day of his working life, and spoke of how the experience has affected his attitude to those under his care as a prison officer.

Andrew McLellan and John McCaig have answered our varied questions.  

In response to one of the questions, Andrew suggested that we might propose to the appropriate authorities that visits to prison might form part of the training for magistrates, sheriffs and high court judges.  He also made an impassioned plea for us to do all in our power, in letter writing, lobbying and so on, to ensure the abolition of the imprisonment of children.

We thank Andrew McLellan, John McCaig and Jim for their contribution to our meeting and to our thinking.

Min. 13 Prison Play

We have been joined by Charlie Ryder, an attender at Streatham Meeting, who has brought to us a performance of his one-man play, with assistance and support from James Baster.

The play arises from and is based on his own experience of prison following his participation in a demonstration outside the British National Party HQ.

Following the performance, Charlie has responded to our questions and observations.

The play, and the time after it, have helped to illuminate further our thinking about prisons, the conditions within them and their role in our society.

We thank Charlie for opening his heart to us and helping us to enter into his experience.
Min. 14 Budget for 2008

Pamela Brunt, our assistant treasurer, has introduced the draft budget for 2008. She has reminded us that BYM are now contributing £6000 as an annual contribution to our administrative expenses.  This is used to pay the salary of our administrator, the purchase or upgrade of necessary office equipment and expenses of GM officers. Previously, these costs were paid out of contributions from Area Meetings. This therefore releases funds which can be used for the development of new work at GM level, or for strengthening existing work. 

We agree to keep the quota to AM’s unchanged for 2008. During the year we will review the best use of our financial resources. We ask the treasurer to introduce a discussion on this topic at our June meeting. 

We agree to the donations proposed and agree to increase the level by 20%. In addition we will contribute £120 to the Edinburgh Peace and Justice Centre. We note that the donation to Scottish Civic Forum is no longer required. ACTS representatives expenses and subscription will no longer be reclaimed from BYM.

We have heard from the Trustees that they recommend that a level of reserves of up to £7000 would be appropriate in the light of our potential liabilities. 

Min. 15 Scottish Churches House

Pamala McDougall has reported on the situation facing Scottish Churches House. The House is now financially independent of ACTS and has to be financially self-sustaining.  It is facing a serious financial crisis. The ACTS Forum met last week to consider the future of the House.  They decided to launch a major appeal to raise funds to refurbish and transform the House into a modern conference centre. 

We ask Pamala to put an article into the Scottish Friend to publicise this appeal. We acknowledge the great value of the House and its contribution to ecumenical work.  We agree to donate £6000 to this appeal, recognising the exceptional circumstances of the appeal and the fact that we have the money available in our reserves while still retaining a safe level. 

Min. 16 Minute of Thanks

We record our thanks to Edinburgh Friends for being our hosts at this GM.

Robin Waterston

Clerk
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