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Th e  de adline  for th e  ne xt e dition of W e st Scotland Quak e r Ne w s is
W e dne sday, 1 O ctobe r. 

Copy sh ould be  se nt to th e  e ditor, Jane  M itch e ll, e ith e r on pape r 
or disk , by post to 

Kirk ok e rry, M illh ouse , Tigh nabruaich , Argyll PA21 2BW , 
in plain te xt (.txt), W ord (up to 2003, i.e ., .doc – not .docx 
ple ase ) or in Rich  Te xt Form at (.rtf) by e m ail to: 
     w sq n@ ph one coop.coop.

Te le ph one    0845 345 719 6 or 01700 811229 .

Th e  opinions e xpre sse d in th is publication are  th ose  of 
individuals. Th e y do not ne ce ssarily re pre se nt th e  vie w  
of th e  Re ligious Socie ty of Frie nds (Quak e rs).

Martin Mans e ll ste e ring som e  young Frie nds in Millport

I am  grate ful to Jan Le th bridge  for proof re ading th is issue . Any 
re m aining e rrors are  of course  m y re sponsibility.

Editor
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 Cle rk ’s Le tte r

Th e  Trust of back ward-facing Me m be rs

H aving a group of six young Quak e r Pilgrim s staying w ith  you is alw ays 
an opportunity to do a bit of living adve nturously —  in th is case  a rath e r 
uniq ue  cycle  ride  around Cum brae . Th e  cycle  sh op pe rsuade d us to try 
th e ir ne w  ‘confe re nce  bik e ’, w h ich  th e y assure d us w ould se at se ve n 
pe ople . I trie d to im agine  th e  le ngth  of th re e  and a h alf tande m s or 
pe rh aps th re e  in paralle l. Th e  bik e  turne d out to h ave  se ve n saddle s 
arrange d in a circle  e ach  w ith  a se t of pe dals. Th e re  w e re  tw o w ide ly 
space d front w h e e ls and tw o close r toge th e r at th e  back  w h ich  m ade  it 
ve ry stable . Th e  circular arrange m e nt m e ant th at tw o pe ople  face d 
back w ards, w h ich  w as q uite  disconce rting for re gular cyclists, alth ough  
it did allow  th e m  to w arn of ove rtak ing cars. Tw o m ore  face d side w ays, 
w h ich  w as alm ost as unne rving. Th e  one  pe rson facing forw ard h ad th e  
re sponsibility for ste e ring and for brak ing.

As w e  pe dalle d around Cum brae , I w as q uite  struck  by th e  analogy 
w ith  Quak e rism . Apart from  m oving forw ard in a circle , rath e r lik e  a 
M e e ting for W orsh ip on w h e e ls, th e re  w as th e  sile nce  of th e  e ne rgy 
source  and th e  fact th at e ve ryone  contribute d according to th e ir stre ngth  
and anyone  could h ave  a re st w h e ne ve r th e y w ante d. You could e ve n ge t 
a drink  out of your bag as w e  m ove d along. W e  rotate d our positions so 
e ve ryone  e xpe rie nce d th e  diffe re nt positions, e ve n m anaging to do th is 
w h ile  on th e  m ove . Th e re  w as also th e  ne e d for trust in th e  ste e re r by 
th e  back w ard facing m e m be rs, w h o w e re  able  to contribute  in diffe re nt 
w ays. Eve n th e  large  bask e t in th e  ce ntre  of th e  circle  w h e re  you could 
put your baggage  h ad a ce rtain sym bolism .  

Ne ve rth e le ss, it w as th e  pow e r of th e  single  individual ste e ring and 
brak ing w h ich  did not fi t th e  Quak e r analogy. I am  conscious as Cle rk  
th at m y pow e r is lim ite d to de ciding th e  orde r of th e  age nda. I m ay do a 
bit of ste e ring now  and again and pe rh aps a bit of brak ing, but I am  glad 
th at I do not h ave  th e  pow e r to control th e  de stiny of th e  m e e ting in th e  
w ay th at th e  cycle  m aste r doe s.

Martin Manse ll

PS  Re garding th e  ste e ring of th e  age nda for th e  ne xt Are a M e e ting on 
23 August, w e  are  planning a talk  and discussion on th e  situation in 
Pale stine .
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 Re ports

Are a Me e ting (AM): Dum frie s, 22 June

W h at is Non Viole nt Com m unication?

Re port by David Th orpe

No e arly train to catch  th is tim e , 
just a brisk  fi fte e n-m inute  w alk  to 
th e  Com m unity Ce ntre  afte r a 
de ce nt bre ak fast. “Anyth ing I can 
do to h e lp pre pare ?” Just a couple  
of little  jobs.

Four applications for m e m be r-
sh ip, tw o from  Glasgow , tw o from  
Ne w ton Ste w art, double  th e  AM  
m e m be rsh ip in le ss th an th re e  
ye ars at th is rate ; w h o said th e re  
w as a m e m be rsh ip crisis? It can’t 
go on lik e  th is, of course , som e -
th ing lik e  Quak e r Que st m igh t 
m ak e  a diffe re nce  but double  in 
th re e  ye ars is a bit rich !

Love ly to se e  som e one  at AM  for 
th e  fi rst tim e , ve ry e nth usiastic 
and k e e n for th e  righ t th ings to be  
put in th e  righ t w ay. So re fre sh ing 
for passion to be  found in a 
busine ss m e e ting. A ge ntly 
re straining h and w as se e n, q uite  
righ t but not to stop one  be ing 
k e e n again in th e  future ; 
conviction is e ve ryth ing.

Th e  spiritual ite m  w as on Non 
Viole nt Com m unication (NVC) 
and be autifully done . I h adn’t 
re ally se e n th e  point be fore . Each  
pe rson in com m unication h as 
ne e ds and w ants. Re cognize  th is 
and se e k  to ide ntify th e  ne e ds and 

w ants and positive , w in-w in 
com m unication be com e s possible . 
Ide ntify th e se  for yourse lf! Failing 
th is you are  into ‘h idde n age nda’ 
te rritory and a lose -lose  sce nario. 
D id I ge t th at righ t? Are  w e  not 
talk ing about ne gotiation h e re ?

‘Tak e  it or le ave  it’ w as alw ays 
th e  e nd of ne gotiations for m e , I 
h ad a de cision to m ak e : m y policy 
w as to ‘le ave  it’. Th e n I cam e  into 
confl ict w ith  a frie nd w h o th ough t 
I sh ould ‘tak e  it’ e ve n if I w as not 
satis fi e d w ith  th e  de al on th e  
table . I h ad to be  m issing a trick  
h e re . M y frie nd, it se e m s, h ad 
ne e ds and w ants th at I w as not 
se e ing but so h ad I. ‘Tak e  it or 
le ave  it’ m ak e s no conce ssion to 
m y ne e ds and w ants and says ‘I 
am  not inte re ste d, I h ave  m ore  
im portant th ings to do’. O K, th at 
is up to you. Sh ould I h ave  
probe d? H ow  could I? I ne e d to 
study NVC furth e r and de e pe r, I 
th ink .

Lunch  w as too soon afte r 
bre ak fast so I just h ad a cup of 
som e th ing, te a w as too close  to a 
pre -arrange d dinne r so I just h ad 
th e  sam e  again. Sh am e , it w as a 
love ly te a as e ve r, and a gre at 
te m ptation. Tim e  w as w h e n I 
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could e at anyth ing and it m ade  no diffe re nce , now  I h ave  to be  care ful 
or I h ave  too m uch  w e igh t to carry around. Th ose  w e re  th e  days …!

Me e ting for Suffe rings (MfS): 5 July

Th e  Re tre at, Long Te rm  Fram e work  

Re port by Pe te r Ch risty

H aving be e n brough t up in a 
Quak e r h ouse h old I can re m e m -
be r th e  nam e  of Th e  Re tre at at 
York  be ing m e ntione d. But it 
w asn’t until last MfS th at I re ally 
found out w h at w e nt on at Th e  
Re tre at and h ow  it w as m oving 
w ith  th e  tim e s to provide  an up-to-
date  se rvice  adding to and 
supporting th e  National H e alth  
Se rvice . Th e  k e y points of th is 
continuous im prove m e nt include  
th e  follow ing:
 •th e  continuing positive  w itne ss 
to th e  living out of our uniq ue  
Quak e r value s;
 •th e  e stablish m e nt of a 
Spirituality W ork ing Group and 
cre ation of a m ultifaith  room ;
 •th e  upgrading of a unit at a cost 
sligh tly ove r £1m ;
 •th e  incre asing acce ss to th e  
e xte nsive  grounds for all patie nts, 
staff and visitors;
 •an outstanding Inve stors In 
Pe ople  re port;
 •various com ple te d and planne d 
de ve lopm e nts to th e  fabric of th e  
buildings.

Th e y w e re  k e e n to e m ph asize  
th at (a) Th e  Re tre at w as not 
sim ply a back w ate r for e lde rly 
pe ople  (th e y do h ave  an active  

role  in re h abilitation), and (b) 
th e y are  not in a state  of 
continuing fi nancial diffi culty.

Th e re  w as m uch  inte re st in th is 
topic but sadly th e  Cle rk  h ad to 
m ove  us on due  to tim e  pre ssure . 
Th is act on its ow n sh ow s th at th e  
socie ty h as a long w ay to go in 
e stablish ing w h o doe s w h at, 
w h e n and w h e re . 

Th e re  w as discussion as to h ow  
m any M e e tings for Suffe rings 
th e re  sh ould be  in a ye ar. W ith  
m uch  of th e  day-to-day w ork  now  
re sting w ith  th e  truste e s th e re  
w as a proposal th at th e re  sh ould 
be  only four MfSs a ye ar th us 
saving a not inconside rable  sum  
of m one y (circa £8000 pe r 
m e e ting); on th e  oth e r h and th e  
m e e ting fe lt th at, for e xam ple , it 
h ad not be e n able  to give  th e  
w ork  of Th e  Re tre at a re asonable  
h e aring. 

Th e n th e re  w as th e  q ue stion of 
a re side ntial MfS at th e  start of 
th e  ne xt trie nnium  to w e lcom e  
th e  m any ne w  m e m be rs th at join 
th e  M e e ting at th at tim e . 

Th e n th e re  is th e  role  of MfS. It 
could be  sum m arize d as th e  
k e e pe r of th e  Long Te rm  Fram e -
w ork  (LTF) and th e  spiritual and 
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m oral h e alth  of th e  Socie ty, or is it 
sim ply th e  link  be tw e e n th e  
w orsh ipping groups and th e  
ce ntral support organization?  

Th is le ads us into th e  ne xt topic, 
th e  inte gration of th e  Long Te rm  
Fram e w ork  into our Socie ty. Th e  
LTF h as be e n acce pte d at Britain 
Ye arly M e e ting w ith  som e  
particular com m e nts on a fe w  
spe cifi c state m e nts, w h ich  h ave  
be e n w ork e d on and h ave  now  
be e n acce pte d by MfS. But th e  
issue  now  is h ow  to inte grate  th e  
pote ntial of th is structure  into th e  
Socie ty and to ge t th e  m e m be rs to 
re alize  and be  h appy w ith  th e  fact 
th at it re pre se nts a se a ch ange  in 
th e  pote ntial of th e  Socie ty 
th rough  th e  sh ift from  a pyram id 
structure  to a w e b of ne tw ork s, 
m ak ing it e asie r for Frie nds to 
follow  th e ir spiritual journe y and 
th e ir spe cifi c conce rns and to join 

w ith  oth e rs w ith  lik e  m inds but 
not ne ce ssarily in th e ir local or 
are a m e e tings. Th e n, w ith  th e  use  
of th e  LTF, to bring re source s to 
support th e se  conce rns w h ile  
m aintaining th e  inte grity of th e  
Socie ty as a w h ole  w h ile  
m aintaining our basic Quak e r 
spiritual grounding.

Que stions for us all are , give n 
th at th e  ce ntral re source  is 
planning to organize  itse lf to 
support th e  LTF; 
 •W h ich  of our local activitie s and 
conce rns align th e m se lve s w ith  
th e  LTF? 
 •Doe s th e  LTF prom pt local 
activity? 
 •W h ich  of our e xisting conce rns 
can be  re adjuste d to line  up w ith  
th e  LTF? 

If any or all of th e se  apply th e n 
w e  can e xpe ct to be ne fi t from  
ce ntral w ork .

Woodbook e , 2–4 June

Com m itte d Relationsh ips Confe re nce

Re port by Marth a H atch

Many of you w ill re call th at Quak e r Life  took  soundings in 2006–7 on 
sam e -se x partne rsh ips and w e  conside re d th e ir q ue stions at th e  O ctobe r 
2006 MM  in W igtow n. I fe lt th at th e  m inute  w e  produce d th e n m ade  th e  
point about e q uality but ack now le dge d th at pe rh aps such  an e m otive  
subje ct sh ould not be  rush e d. W e  w e re  told at th is W oodbrook e  
confe re nce  th at th e re  h ave  ne ve r be e n so m any re sponse s to a non-pe ace  
issue . Quak e r Life  Ce ntral Com m itte e  h as now  se t up a W ork ing Group 
to re port back  by Se pte m be r. It is h ope d to h ave  a state m e nt re ady for 
th e  conside ration of Britain Ye arly M e e ting (BYM) in 2009 . 

Th e  W ork ing Group calle d th is confe re nce  to tak e  furth e r soundings 
and planne d to se le ct a w ide  m ix of participants. Th e  applicants w e re  so 
varie d th at th e y de cide d se le ction w as not re q uire d. Quak e r Life  ask e d 
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th e  W ork ing Group to conside r th e  follow ing six topics in its re port back  
in Se pte m be r:
 1. th e  varie ty of partne rsh ips th at could be re cognise d by Frie nds and h ow ;
 2. th e  th e ology of m arriage  and oth e r partne rsh ips;
 3. th e  te rm inology to be  use d;
 4. th e  role  of re giste ring offi ce rs; 
 5. th e  im plications for re vision of Ch apte r 16 of Quak e r Faith  &  Practice;
 6. to w h at de gre e  and w h e n to pre ss for le gislative  ch ange  on le gal 
re gistration of partne rsh ips unde r Quak e r auspice s.

Ch ristine  Tre ve tt (a m e m be r of th e  W ork ing Group) gave  a ve ry 
inform ative  but q uick  introduction to th e  h istory of th e  Ch ristian 
th e ology of m arriage . W e  th e n brok e  into sm all groups to addre ss 
q ue stions re late d to th e  six issue s above , and th e re  w as a m e m be r of th e  
W ork ing Group in e ach  to tak e  note s and re port back .

It w as obvious th at th e re  is a gre at dive rsity of opinion am ong Frie nds 
irre spe ctive  of se xual orie ntation or ge nde r. Th e  sm all groups I w as in 
w e re  inte nse  and at tim e s e m otional but re m aine d am icable . It be cam e  
obvious w h e n w e  gath e re d toge th e r to sh are  our insigh ts th at our 
dive rsity of opinion h ad cause d painful e xch ange s of vie w s in som e  of 
th e  sm all groups.   

W ith  such  an e m otive  subje ct to conside r, th is Confe re nce  se e m e d to be  
in a le ague  of its ow n. It w as ce rtainly th e  m ost e m otional Quak e r e ve nt 
I h ave  e ve r atte nde d. Th e  tw o contrasting vie w s appe aring in th e  Frie nd 
on 13 and 27 June  e m ph asise  h ow  diffe re ntly participants re acte d to th e  
e ve nt. My pe rsonal im pre ssion w as th at, w h ile  th e  e m otional conte nt of 
th e  Confe re nce  w as h igh , so w as th e  inte lle ctual and spiritual input. 
I w as ve ry im pre sse d w ith  th e  W ork ing Group and h ave  confi de nce  th at 
th e y w ill give  full conside ration to all th e  factors involve d w ith out be ing 
unduly sw aye d by e m otion.  

Th e  W ork ing Group, Quak e r Life  and M e e ting for Suffe rings h ave  a 
form idable  task  ah e ad in pre paring a state m e nt for BYM  2009 . 

Fe ature s

1652 Pilgrim age

Sw arth m oor H all is a 16th  ce ntury m anor h ouse , ne ar Ulve rston on th e  
north e rn sh ore s of More cam be  Bay. Ge orge  Fox cam e  to th is re m ote  spot 
for th e  fi rst tim e  in 1652, bringing h is m e ssage  of Ch ristian sim plicity 
“across th e  sands” from  Lancaste r. Th e  re st of h is life  w as spe nt in 
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constant trave l around Britain and in th e  Ne w  W orld —  pre ach ing, 
confronting auth ority, incarce rate d in prison —  but th e re  w as alw ays a 
h ave n at Sw arth m oor. 

Th e  H all is now  ow ne d by a Quak e r trust and offe rs accom m odation 
and sh ort course s. Be cause  of its association w ith  th e  e arly days of 
Quak e rism , it is truly a fascinating place  to visit, as a group of us did 
from  Glasgow  M e e ting. W e  w e re  ch arm e d by th e  pe ace ful garde n, th e  
fl e dgling sw allow s tak ing th e ir fi rst h e sitant fl igh ts across th e  courtyard 
from  th e ir ne st unde r th e  e ave s, th e  com fortable  parlour w h e re  w e  all 
m e t in th e  e ve ning and th e  h ospitality of Bill, th e  w arde n, and David, th e  
re side nt Frie nd. Eve ry day w e  m e t for w orsh ip in th e  Gre at H all, w ith  its 
fl agstone  fl oor and h e avy oak  furniture , a place  w h e re  Margare t Fe ll, h e r 
fam ily and e arly Frie nds h ad w orsh ippe d 350 ye ars ago. Som e  of th e  
oth e r m ain room s in th e  H all are  ope n to th e  public and w e  w e re  able  to 
h ave  a le isure ly guide d tour one  e ve ning.

W e  w e re  tak ing part in a th re e  day “1652 Pilgrim age ”, follow ing in th e  
footste ps of Ge orge  Fox and th e  e arly conve rts to Quak e rism . Th e re  w as 
a busy program m e , clim bing Pe ndle  H ill and Firbank  Fe ll and visiting th e  
17th  ce ntury m e e ting h ouse s at Se ttle , Brigfl atts and Ulve rston. Along 
th e  w ay, w e  h e ard about th e  signifi cance  of th e se  place s in th e  e arly 
h istory of th e  Re ligious Socie ty of Frie nds. W e  w e re  inspire d by th e  
stre ngth  of conviction of th ose  e arly Frie nds, w h o w e re  w illing to face  
th e  ph ysical h ardsh ips of prison, fi nancial ruin and force d e xpulsion to 
th e  colonie s as inde nture d labour for th e  sak e  of th e ir be lie fs.

O ur stay at Sw arth m oor also re ve ale d to us th e  singular position of 
Margare t Fe ll, w h ose  h om e  it h ad be e n. Margare t Fe ll, assiste d by h e r 
se ve n daugh te rs, w as a prolifi c le tte r w rite r, w h o k e pt in touch  w ith  
itine rant pre ach e rs and be lie ve rs th e  le ngth  and bre adth  of th e  land. Sh e  
organise d a trust fund to support th e  pe rse cute d, lobbie d pe ople  of 
pow e r on be h alf of re ligious libe rty and organise d gath e rings of Frie nds. 
At a tim e  w h e n th e re  w e re  m any re ligious se cts w ith  th e ir ow n itine rant 
pre ach e rs, none  of w h ich  h as h ad a pe rm ane nt infl ue nce , sh e  provide d 
th e  se cre tariat and organisational structure  w h ich  h e lpe d th e  Re ligious 
Socie ty of Frie nds to tak e  root and fl ourish  for ne arly four ce nturie s. In 
k e e ping w ith  th e  be lie fs of sim plicity, sh e  is burie d in an unm ark e d grave  
in th e  Frie nds Burial Ground at Sunbrick , a plain w alle d fi e ld, graze d by 
sh e e p, ove rlook ing th e  se a. 

Th is w asn't just a h istory tour. Ce rtainly w e  le arne d a lot about th e  
be ginnings of Quak e rism , but w e  also fe lt our faith  de e pe ne d and 
re invigorate d by th is e xpe rie nce . 

Margare t Morton, Glasgow
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Gospel of Th om as Se m inar: 6-8 June , 2008

A W ay to Life

Rose m ary Gascoyne  again h oste d our se m inar to ‘sh are  and savour th e  
uniq ue ne ss’ of th is gospe l in St Joh ns Tow n of Dalry. Th irte e n of us 
asse m ble d, including tw o w e lcom e  ne w com e rs, Margare t Roy of Lanark  
M e e ting and Fe licity Cox visiting from  south  of th e  Borde r. O ur intro-
ductions include d som e th ing of h ow  w e  cam e  to th e  study of Th om as. 
Th e se  varie d from  contact w ith  H ugh  McGre gor Ross, e ith e r in pe rson or 
th rough  h is book  Untouch e d by th e  Ch urch , to a progre ssion from  th e  
Nag H am m adi findings.

W e  th e n slippe d e asily into a structure d sh aring of our individual 
e xpe rie nce s of th e  Gospe l since  our last gath e ring. Th e  discussion 
range d ove r q ue stions of sin, fasting, th e  Mosaic Law , our e volutionary 
h e ritage , e te rnal life  and th e  application of Th om as to our pre se nt life . 
Th e  te ach ing is ve ry optim istic —  no m e ntion of sin le t alone  th e  Day of 
Judgm e nt.

Afte r coffe e  bre ak , Bob Mande ville  pre se nte d tw o m ost com pre h e nsive  
pape rs: (a) on Logion 12 (  …you are  to go to Jam e s th e  righ teous…  ) 
w ith  Biblical and oth e r Ch urch  h istory re fe re nce s to Jam e s and (b) 
Ede ssa, th e  Syriac ch urch  and Aram aic.

Th e  first de alt w ith  th e  Gospe l e vide nce ; th e  Epistle  of Jam e s; Paul, 
Luk e  and th e  Acts; Ese bius; Cle m e nt and Jose ph us; Nag H am m adi; Acts 
of Th om as and th e  Gospe l of Th om as. Th e  se cond pape r de alt w ith  
Robe rt Eise nm an’s th e sis th at Jam e s w as an Esse ne ; th e  im portance  of 
Ede ssa and th e  Aram aic language , e xplaining th e  w ord play w h ich  
sh ow s th e  conne ction of one  logion to anoth e r. Finally w e  w e re  
re m inde d th at Logion 12 bids us look  to Jam e s for inspiration.

 Ne xt, w e  took  ove r Rose m ary’s garde n for an alfre sco lunch  th e n 
re turne d for h e r pre se ntation on Logion 14, w ith  re fe re nce  to th e  
q ue stions pose d in Logion 6. Sh e  h ad give n us copie s of th e  M e tanoia 
com m e ntarie s and sh e  furth e r de ve lope d th e  th e m e  of Je sus’ advice  to 
th e  disciple s contradicting Mosaic law. Inde e d, w h at h e  said w as 
punish able  by th e  law  at th at tim e . Sh e  sugge ste d a m e ditation on th e  
e nd dire ction in th e  tw o logia. Th e  e nsuing discussion cove re d m any 
topics on th e  conne ctions be tw e e n th e m .

Afte r te a, Mary H arris spok e  on th e  th e m e  of th e  ‘Re al Se lf’ and gave  
us m uch  food for th ough t. Pe rh aps to start th e  se arch , w e  sh ould look  
for our ‘Unre al Se lf’. Sh e  pose d an e xe rcise  w h e re  one  m ust w rite  a list 
of w ords de fining one se lf. Usually w h at w e  can h appily w rite  doe s not 
ade q uate ly de scribe  us. It is h ard to try to e xpre ss w h at is obviously 
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be yond w ords and th e  m ore  w ords w e  use  th e  furth e r w e  ge t from  th e  
fundam e ntal th ing. Mary finds it h e lpful to draw  diagram s w h e n re ading 
Th om as. More  discussion follow e d on th e  probings of Je sus into us, 
w h e th e r suffe ring is ne ce ssary to find our true  se lf and a source  of all 
e ne rgy/ love / ligh t.

Te n of us dine d at th e  Loch inve r on Saturday e ve ning. Th e  h ote l is 
unde r ne w  m anage m e nt and th e  dining room  is now  se parate ly run as a 
Banglade sh i re staurant. W e  can re com m e nd it. At 3 am  on Sunday, I 
surprise d Rose m ary in h e r k itch e n, asse m bling a righ t royal fe ast for our 
lunch . Se ve n h ours late r, w e  all gath e re d once  m ore  in h e r living-room  
for M e e ting for W orsh ip, afte r w h ich  Rose m ary re ad th e  le tte r from  
H ugh  McGre gor Ross. H e  is now  9 1 but still tak e s a k e e n inte re st in th e  
Th om as groups and ne ve r fails to se nd a contribution for our discussions.

Th e  final se ssion, sh aring th e  logia, gave  e ach  of us th e  opportunity to 
raise  points from  sayings w h ich  h ave  particular m e aning for us, or 
oth e rs w h e re  w e  are  still se arch ing for clarification. Lunch , m e ntione d 
above , w as a m agnifice nt re past but w e  h ave  im pose d upon Rose m ary 
for long e nough . Sh e  is h appy to continue  to arrange  and cle rk  th e  
m e e tings but not to do th e  cate ring. Sh e  w ill be  a h ard act to follow  in 
th at line  but all w ill be  w e ll. Th e  autum n se m inar w ill be  h e ld on 
Sunday 26 O ctobe r.

Murie l Robe rtson, Glasgow

Praye rs for H ope  and Assurance

A sm all Taizé group m e e ts m onth ly, a gath e ring from  m ost of th e  
ch urch e s in Arran, and re ce ntly I w as ask e d to le ad th e  sh ort ‘praye r’ 
se ction. My fi rst th ough t w as, “Quak e rs don’t say pre pare d praye rs!” but 
as I starte d to th ink  about th e  th e m e  I w as give n – H ope  &  Assurance  – a 
q uotation from  D ie trich  Bonh oe ffe r, im prisone d in Be rlin tow ards th e  
e nd of th e  w ar, k e pt com ing into m y m ind. “I be lie ve  th at God both  can 
and w ill bring good out of e vil. For th at purpose  h e  ne e ds pe ople  w h o 
w ill m ak e  th e  be st of e ve ryth ing. … I be lie ve  God is not just tim e le ss 
fate , but th at h e  answ e rs since re  praye r and re sponsible  action.”*

Gradually w ords cam e , w e re  give n, w h ich  I put in th e  form  ask e d for, 
of inte rce ssion and re sponse . I re alise d th is w as m ak ing m e  e xplore  and 
bring into w ords th e  roots of m y Quak e r faith  and th e  im portance  to m e  
of Bonh oe ffe r’s w ords:  

God w ill bring good out of e vil, 

w h ich  I use d as th e  re sponse  afte r e ach  inte rce ssion.
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Book  Re vie w

H ell and H igh  Wate r: 

Clim ate  ch ange , h ope  and th e  h um an condition

by Alastair McIntosh

Th is book , publish e d by Birlinn at £8.9 9  w as launch e d at th e  Scottish  
Parliam ent on 25 June . Th e  auth or is a Glasgow  Frie nd. (You m ay h ave  
se e n h is e arlie r book  Soil and Soul  publish e d in 2001.)          Editor

Le t us h old in th e  Ligh t of God’s love  all w h o are  ill, or are  

trappe d in addiction, be  th e y in h ospital or at h om e , all w h o 

are  facing pain and fe ar.

And all w h o m ourn, w h o struggle  w ith  th e  loss  of love d one s , 

be  it re ce nt or long ago.

Le t us h old in God’s Ligh t th os e  w h o are  torn apart by 

suspicion or gre e d or ange r w ith in th e  h om e , our com m unity or 

our country.

H e lp us not to fe e l ove rw h e lm e d by all th e  viole nce  w ith in and 

be tw e e n nations , and th e  suffe ring of so m any pe ople  around 

th e  w orld.

May w e  k e e p in our h e arts th e  e xam ple  of love  and h e aling 

th at Je sus  gave  us  during h is  life . W e  h ave  th e  as surance  th at 

th rough  h is  te rrible  de ath  th e  ce rtainty of h is  Pre s e nce  

afte rw ards libe rate d th os e  fi rst disciple s , and th at spirit is  w ith  

us  all now. 

May w e  ope n our h e arts in th ank fulne s s  for th e  God-give n 

h ope  th at God is  as  sure ly w ith  us  w h e n w e  m ust face  th e  

dark ne s s , as  in our joys .

Je ny Faulk ne r, Arran
* Lette rs and Pape rs in Prison
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W e  h ave  h e re  a se rious book , and 
it is not fl at facts. Th e  re ade r m ay 
be  sh ock e d to fi nd th at th e  w h ole  
pe rson is ne e de d. Inte lle ct live s 
w ith  e m otion, data w ith  im agin-
ation, fe ar w ith  h um our. Th e  
re ade r h as to be  fl e xible  to se e  
w h at is h appe ning, h as to ch ange  
ge ar to cope  w ith  th e  te rrain, h as 
to h e ar be auty in th e  gale s. It is 
not allow e d th at th e  re ade r be  a 
de siccate d com pute r, for unde r-
standing is se nsitivity. And se nsi-
tivity is not alw ays com fortable . 
Pre pare  to ste p out of th e  com fort 
zone .

Th e  auth or is se riously k now -
le dge able  and q ualifi e d, w ith  
acade m ic re cognition de m onstr-
ate d by Strath clyde  Unive rsity 
giving h im  th e  w onde rful 
h onorary Profe ssorsh ip of H um an 
Ecology. H is re ading and re fe r-
e nce s range  from  pre h istory to th e  
pre se nt, and from  Noah  to Burns 
to Djinni of Scoraig. Th e  facts h e  
parade s range  from  pe rsonal 
ane cdote s about psych ic e ve nts to 
h e avy scie ntifi c and Gove rnm e nt 
re ports. And w h o is to say w h e re  
lie s th e  gre ate st truth ?

So, de ar re ade r, be  w arne d! Th is 
book  is diffe re nt. It is an inte r-
active  proce ss, suite d to th is 
inte ractive  age . I re m e m be r a 
frie nd pick ing up Punch  and 
saying, “Ah , Punch !  Pre pare  to 
laugh !” O ur conditione d re fl e xe s 
m ak e  for tunne l vision. W e  m ay 
be  use d to fi nding th e  se rious 
book  is fl at and factual, trying to 

build an unansw e rable  case ; as 
Burns said, “facts are  ch ie ls th at 
w inna ding, and daurna be  
de nie d.” Fligh ts of fancy and 
fl ash e s of be auty are  not 
e xpe cte d. H ow e ve r, Burns, be ing 
a poe t, also glow e d w ith  fe e ling—  
“lik e  th e  snow fl ak e  on th e  rive r, a 
m om e nt th ere, th e n gone  fore ve r.”  

McIntosh  h as th e  poe tic, Gae lic, 
e arth y touch  of th e  H e bride an. 
Can you, in your re ading, play 
w ith  th e  scie ntifi c coldne ss and 
th e  w arm th  of love ? Can you 
apply th e  se arch ing lase r ligh t —  
and w onde r at th e  North e rn 
Ligh ts? 

If you are  w ith  m e  so far, th e n 
cle arly  th e  book  is for you. O n 
th e  oth e r h and, if you are  w rigg-
ling w ith  distaste , th e n th e  book  
is ce rtainly for you. Th e  h um an 
condition h as be e n stifl e d and 
corrupte d by m anipulation. O ur 
com fort zone  is fraudule nt, and 
w e  h ave  to stop using our 
h abitual m indse t and re le ase  our 
e sse nce . Sh e d th e  arm our w h ich  
prote cts us from  be ing h um an —  
if you h ave  th e  courage , for it 
tak e s gre at courage  to risk  be ing a 
w h ole  h um an.

Th is m ay se e m  a lot from  a 
book  on clim ate  ch ange , but I do 
not e xagge rate . Clim ate  ch ange  is 
h e re , and w e  are  in an unpre ce d-
e nte d situation. Alastair McIntosh  
conside rs th is in th e  fi rst part of 
h is book , and invite s us to sk ip it 
be cause  w e  m ay be  fam iliar w ith  
it. For m yse lf, it inde e d confi rm e d 
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w h at I k ne w , and e xte nde d it 
rich ly. It also provide s th e  jolt: 
th is is not a book  to be  sk im m e d, 
th is de m ands a dialogue  to m e e t 
th e  ch alle nge s.

“Th e  H um an Condition” is th e  
se cond part of th e  book . Th e re  is 
a te m ptation to adapt a h e alth  
w arning from   it —  th is w ork  can 
se riously dam age  your com pla-
ce ncy and cause  grow th  of your 
h um anity.

Th e  title  itse lf m ak e s it cle ar 
th at th e  conte nt is not to be  
conve nie ntly e xpre sse d in a 
re vie w . Th e  im portance  of it is 
be yond w h at Alastair McIntosh  
h as to say, e rudite  and se nsitive  
th ough  h e  is. Th e  q ue stions h e  
face s and  e xam ine s are  th e  k e y 
q ue stions th at face  us as Quak e rs 
facing th e  e nd of th e  h um an race . 

Can w e  answ e r th e m ?
Bill Agne w , Dum frie s

Sh ort note  —  tw o re ce nt publications 

   on th e  h um an condition

O n 21 July th e  ne w  e conom ics foundation publish e d a 48-page  pape r 
A Gre e n New  D eal. Th is de scribe s w h at th e y call th e  “triple  crunch ” – 
fi nancial; gre e nh ouse  gase s incre asing tow ards a tipping point; and th e  
com ing sh ortage  of oil. 

It calls for stringe nt controls on th e  inte rnational m one y m ark e t, low e r 
inte re st rate s, m assive  inve stm e nt in im prove m e nts in th e  insulation of 
buildings, local sm all-scale  e ne rgy sch e m e s w h ich  don’t use  fossil carbon.

Th is can be  dow nloade d as a .pdf fi le  from  w w w .ne w e conom ics.org.

Unjust Re w ards by Polly Toynbe e  and David W alk e r publish e d by Granta 
on 1 August. I h ave n‘t se e n th e  w h ole  book  ye t, but an e xtract I h ave  
re ad de alt w ith  e xte nde d inte rvie w s th e y h e ld w ith  re pre se ntative s of 
se nior inte rnational law ye rs and m e rch ant bank e rs. It w as cle ar th at 
th e se  pe ople  h ad no ide a at all about h ow  th e  low e r-paid h alf of th e  
British  population live s, and didn’t se e m  to care . 

W h e re  is e q uality? W h e re  is fairne ss? W h at h ope  is th e re  of a fe w  
Quak e rs trying to live  m ore  sim ply be ing notice d?

Jane  M itch e ll, Argyll
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Appointm e nts 

                 for Trie nnium  (2009 –2011)

Form s on w h ich  Frie nds can offe r to se rve  th e  M e e ting h ave  be e n 
issue d, and th e ir re turn w as re q ue ste d by 1 August. If you w ould lik e  
to contribute  to th e  w ork  of th e  M e e ting, ple ase  re turn your form  
e ve n now ; th e re  are  ple nty of jobs th at can be  fi lle d late r.

Ian Macdonald (Cle rk  to Truste e s)
Be nvoir, W igtow n, Ne w ton Ste w art, DG8 9 EE

Te le ph one , 019 88 403364: e m ail, w e e book s@ globalne t.co.uk

Inte rnational De cade  of Pe ace  2001-2010

Th e  Com m itte e  of th e  Ne tw ork  of Ecum e nical W om e n in Scotland 
(NEW S) h as put toge th e r an O rde r of Se rvice  for use  on Inte rnational 
Pe ace  Day (th e  th ird Tue sday in Se pte m be r). Th e  m ate rial w ill be  place d 
on ACTS’ w e b site  w w w .acts-scotland.org during August and w ill be  
fre e ly dow nloadable .

Th e  Co-Conve ne r of NEW S, Ch arm ian Pate rson, said, “Th e  w om e n of 
NEW S are  conscious of th e  ne e d for praye r for w orld pe ace  and w ante d 
to contribute  to th e  Inte rnational De cade  of Culture  of Pe ace . Th e  
m ate rial th e y h ave  produce d is a re source  de signe d to h e lp Ch ristians in 
Scotland and be yond to m ark  th e  annual Inte rnational Day of Pe ace  but 
is fl e xible  e nough  to be  adapte d to local ne e ds at any appropriate  tim e . 
W e  particularly h ope  th at pe ople  w ill ge t toge th e r locally to arrange  
se rvice s to m ark  th is ye ar's Inte rnational Day of Pe ace  on 16 Se pte m be r.”

Tom  Moye s, Ne tw ork  D ire ctor 
Action of Ch urch e s Toge th e r in Scotland

 (of w h ich  Quak e rs in Scotland are  a part)
Pe rh aps th e re  w ill be  an e ve nt ne ar you.

Notice s
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Data Prote ction 

Th e  Are a M e e ting (AM) in March  ask e d m e  to inform  re ade rs of th e  
re q uire m e nts of th e  Data Prote ction Act as th e y affe ct th e  AM.

In orde r to function th e  Socie ty ne e ds to k e e p a re cord of contact 
de tails of its M e m be rs and of Atte nde rs w h o w ish  to be  involve d. Th is is 
done  at th e  le ve l of th e  AM.

Th e  Act re q uire s th at data sh ould be  use d only for th e  purpose s for 
w h ich  it is colle cte d and be  k e pt se cure ly. Th e  AM  sh are s data on 
M e m be rs w ith  th e  Ye arly M e e ting (YM). M e m be rs h ave  th e  option of 
re q ue sting th at only th e ir nam e s are  passe d on to YM. Eve ryone  can 
re q ue st not to be  liste d in th e  Book  of M em b e rs and Attende rs.

Pe ople  not in m e m be rsh ip sh ould conse nt in w riting th e  fi rst tim e  th e ir 
de tails are  re corde d. Th ose  unde r 18 re q uire  th e  w ritte n conse nt of a 
pare nt or guardian.

Post of Adm inistrator  (8 h ours w e e k ly)

Applications are  invite d for th e  post of Adm inistrator for Ge ne ral 
M e e ting for Scotland (GM). Th e  function of th e  post is to provide  
adm inistrative  support to GM  and its appointe d office rs, including 
provision of inform ation to Frie nds and m e m be rs of th e  public, m ain-
te nance  of re cords and production of th e  Book  of M em b e rs and 
Attende rs.

W e  are  look ing for som e one  w h o h as fam iliarity w ith  Quak e rs, is 
w e ll-organise d and se lf-m otivate d, h as inte rpe rsonal sk ills and h as 
som e  e xpe rie nce  and proficie ncy in th e  e fficie nt use  of IT (M icrosoft 
O ffice  or sim ilar).

Th e  w ork  w ill be  done  m ainly from  h om e , w ith  all ne ce ssary e q uip-
m e nt be ing provide d. It w ill ave rage  8 h ours pe r w e e k  w ith  
occasional e ve ning and w e e k e nd w ork . Som e  fle xibility of h ours w ill 
be  ne e de d since  w ork load varie s th rough out th e  ye ar.

Re m une ration w ill be  £3800 pe r ye ar initially, plus pe nsion contri-
bution, and an allow ance  for h om e  w ork ing. All e xpe nse s w ill be  
paid. 

Furth e r de tails m ay be  obtaine d from  th e  GM  Cle rk , 
Robin W ate rston, 128 North  St, St Andre w s KY16 9 AF. 

Em ail: robin.w ate rston128@ gm ail.com .
Closing date  for applications:  1 Se pte m be r 2008
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W e st Scotland Quak e r Ne w s is publish e d by 
W e st Scotland Are a M e e ting 

of th e  Re ligious Socie ty of Frie nds (Quak e rs), 
38 Elm bank  Cre sce nt, Glasgow , G2 4PS.  

Te le ph one  0141 248 849 3
Ch arity re giste re d in Scotland No SC011234

Printe d by  Glasgow  pdc, 130 Douglas Stre e t, G2 4H F

Copy for th e  ne xt W e st Scotland Quak e r Ne w s sh ould be  se nt by 
W e dne sday 1 O ctobe r to th e  e ditor at th e  addre ss on page  2.

August Are a Me e ting

Th e  follow ing AM  w ill be  in Dunblane  on 18 O ctobe r.

Th e  M e e ting w ill tak e  place  at th e  M e e ting h ouse  in Glasgow  on 
Saturday 23 August at 11 for 11.30.

If oth e r inform ation is h e ld (for e xam ple  in conne ction w ith  
nom inations w ork ) th e  subje cts sh ould k now  th at th e  inform ation is 
h e ld, and th e y m ay ask  to se e  and approve  it.

For m ore  de tails se e  w w w .q uak e r.org.uk /frie nds and follow  link s to 
Support for M e e tings, Cle rk s Local and Are a M e e tings.

Editor




