Testimonies to the grace of God as shown in the lives of Gerard Walmesley, Andrew Kinnaird and Monica Jackson
Gerard Walmesley 30 June 1926 – 20 April 2020
Gerard was born into a Quaker family, growing up in Perth.  At the age of eighteen he registered as a conscientious objector, spending three years from 1945-48 in China with the Friends Ambulance Unit.  On returning to Scotland he studied architecture at the Edinburgh College of Art, marrying Dorothy, an art student in 1954.  He and Dorothy and their three children worshipped with Edinburgh (Stafford Street) Friends Meeting, with Gerard serving the Meeting as an overseer for about eight years from 1979 and as an elder for several years in the 1990s.
Gerard and Dorothy moved to Culross in Fife in 1978 but Gerard continued to be active in the Edinburgh Meeting.  He is remembered as wearing a bow tie – he used to take dinner with Cathy and Tom Bell before attending overseers’ evening meetings (which he clerked) in Friends’ homes.  At this time the Meeting was growing, especially with incoming families, and the need for larger premises became increasingly urgent.  Gerard had been a partner at the Gordon & Dey architectural partnership in Liberton since 1962 and it was inevitable that he should become involved with premises matters.  Years of searching eventually resulted in Friends’ discovery of 7 Victoria Terrace in 1986. 
This was followed by about ten years of constant work on behalf of Friends, starting with the purchase of the properties (“Kirk House”, the headquarters of the Boys Brigade, plus the top flat on 6 Upper Bow), their complete renovation and interior remodelling, followed eventually in the 1990s by external and interior work commissioned by the Edinburgh Council to repair and refurbish the tenement known as “5, 6 and 7 Upper Bow”.  Gerard worked with Friends to think about all their emerging needs, from the requirements for the four children’s groups on Sundays, to the needs of groups hiring rooms and the intricate permissions needed for providing a Fringe venue every August. Today it is hard to remember that when Friends purchased the building in 1987 there were no foyers to the hall or the meeting room - the latter being reached by a narrow open stair climbing the east wall of the hall, or by an open spiral staircase at the hall’s west end; that there was no lift; and that the ground floor entrance was provided by a doorway from Upper Bow itself.
In 1990 Gerard remarried, partnering both in his private and professional life with Jeanne Savage, also an active and participatory member of the Quaker Meeting.  The new firm Walmesley & Savage undertook the interior decoration and furnishing of the new Quaker Meeting House, ensuring that bright colours and simple furniture were deployed respectfully but cheerfully throughout the building.
Considering how much time he must have devoted to the needs of Friends it can be easy to forget that Gerard pursued his architectural career with other clients at the same time. He became President of the Edinburgh Architectural Association in 1973 and went on to oversee restoration work on many historic churches and schools in southern Scotland, especially in his home town of Perth where his work included the restoration of the Perth Theatre.  A particularly appreciative note has been received from the Session Clerk of St John’s Kirk, the oldest building in Perth, where Gerard served as architectural advisor in the 1980s and 1990s.
Gerard and Jeanne continued to serve the Meeting well into their retirement – nourishing Sunday soups being a speciality!  Jeanne followed in Gerard’s steps as an overseer, and particularly enjoyed the quilting undertaken by many members of the Meeting in the 1990s.  But sadly, as they grew older, Gerard became increasingly immobile and eventually in 2014 he and Jeanne moved south to Littlehampton, to be closer to Gerard’s eldest daughter Jane, and her family.
Our thoughts are with Gerard’s children, grandchildren and great grandchildren, but particularly with Gerard’s daughter Anna who returned to Edinburgh after nine years in Texas in December 2015.  Anna had been an active member of Aberdeen Meeting from 1978 to 2006 and now she has stepped into Gerard’s shoes as a faithful and supportive member of our Quaker Meeting in Central Edinburgh.
John Phillips and Anna Phillips 
Alastair Cameron
Clerk, South East Scotland Area Meeting

Andrew Kinnaird     4 November 1936 – 21 February 2020
Andrew (Andy) Kinnaird was born in Edinburgh, becoming a master baker on leaving school.  In 1957 he moved to Toronto to avoid conscription, and it was here that he met Christine, also from Scotland, whom he married in 1964.  In 1968 they moved with their two daughters to Argenta, a remote settlement in British Columbia founded by a small group of Quakers from California.
Andy and Christine ran the local post office.  Andy built a log cabin family home as well as a larger house which became the “Argenta Scottish Bakery” (which is still there).  A daughter was adopted and two more daughters were born.  The curriculum of the Argenta Friends School included gardening and rural skills and Andy taught baking and French.  He is remembered with fondness for his excellent cakes!  Sadly, the marriage broke up in 1978 and Andy then returned to Edinburgh with his five daughters aged between 3 and 13.  He worked as a baker at night, coming home to make breakfast and take the girls to school.
Andy joined Central Edinburgh Meeting, serving as Monthly (Area) Meeting Treasurer from 1987 to 1993.  He regularly brought his cakes to special events in Meeting, sharing his recipes with many of us.
In Edinburgh Andy applied to be a carer so that he could be on hand for his growing daughters. After a preparation group, Andy received his first child placed through the Children’s Panel.  As a man and a single parent this was pioneering both for him and for the authorities. Some children had very challenging behaviour but they were offered life in a family home; caring became a way of life, during the week, at weekends and in the holidays.  Some of the children stayed for a short while, others returned for years, joining in with family life.  Andy helped to launch the “Share the Care” programme, with children coming for days or for weekends in order to offer help to their parents.  Some of the children were brought to Meetings for Worship.
He continued to bake throughout his life, made home-made wine, painted, wrote music, songs and poems, many in Gaelic, played the organ and mandolin, and studied at the Open University. Over the years he achieved two Honours degrees, in music and in psychology.
After his retirement Andy moved to Vancouver Island in 2002 to be close to one of his daughters. There he joined the Mid-Island Friends Meeting and cared for children with special needs.  Andy returned to Scotland again in 2008, living in Dunfermline and eventually moving into a care home in 2016.  He resumed his membership of Central Edinburgh Meeting, attending regularly.  He was laid to rest in Binning Memorial Woods with several family members present.
Andy loved his family of five daughters, six grandchildren and five great grandchildren.  He is remembered as a modest and thoughtful person, quietly spoken and reliable, one who lived his Quaker faith throughout his life.
Kerstin Phillips, Cathy Bell, Audrey Sinton 
Alastair Cameron
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Monica Jackson, 16 September 1920 – 7 April 2020 
“Apprehend God in all things, for God is in all things.”  Meister Eckhart.
Monica Jackson’s long life was rich in love - for her family, her mountains, her dogs, her friends, all of these being aspects of the divine. Over the years she pursued a deepening spirituality which informed her relations with others and the world, and her joyous appreciation of life.
She was born Heather Monica Morris in South India, to parents running a coffee plantation. The eldest of three sisters, Monica spent an idyllic childhood roaming the jungle; teaching herself to read by the age of five was the beginning of her life-long love of books. At eleven, she was sent to Arlesey, a Catholic girls’ school in England, where she impressed her teachers and continued to enjoy a good deal of freedom. 
In 1942 she married Bob Jackson in Bangalore, and their children Sue and Simon were born in 1943 and 1944. Monica had a passion for mountains; she became well-known among climbers as a member of the first all-women expedition to the Himalayas in 1955, exploring the Jugal Himal region of Nepal, where they climbed a previously unknown peak which they named Gyalgen, after their beloved Sherpa. In the late 1960s, Monica decided that she needed some higher education and took a degree in social anthropology at Cambridge. She followed this up with an M.Phil. on “Caste and Kinship in Chamarajnagar” and then gained a Ph.D. with her thesis “Caste Cultures and Fertility in South Karnataka” from Edinburgh University at the age of 64. For her research she returned to the part of South India where she grew up. Living in a village hut, she was delighted to find that her childhood knowledge of the Kanada language came back to her.  
Monica and Bob first attended Quaker Meeting in Stafford Street, Edinburgh, in the 1970s, subsequently coming into membership.  Monica quickly became involved with the Quaker Concern for Animals and supported numerous animal charities across the world. She served on the library committee, and was an enthusiastic member of the informal hill-walking group, sharing with others her love of the hills. A notably courageous climber, she was also active in the Ladies Scottish Climbing Club. Her service to Friends as a participant in Meetings for Clearness was much valued; she was generous with her time, and brought insight, warmth, and wisdom to these meetings. 
After Bob’s sudden death in 1986, Monica began reading widely in esoteric and mystical literature, and mentored several friends in spiritual matters, including Annie Miller. Between 1996 and 2001, she and Annie established and hosted a series of twenty ‘Spiritual Workshops’, the basis of which was an experiential element of spirituality, rather than mere discussion and theory. Monica was particularly fond of the teachings of Meister Eckhart, a 13tth century German theologian, philosopher and mystic, and was open to insights from all religions. Amidst this spiritual depth, Monica was also known amongst Quakers and non-Quakers alike for finding a funny side to God, often rejoicing in laughter.  
It is hard to do justice to the range of Monica’s interests. She was an active member of the Scientific and Medical Network, not only being invited to address meetings of the local group, but also hosting them occasionally at her home. Monica was a voracious reader encompassing a huge range of topics, including psychology, sociology and anthropology. She devoured novels, and had a particular liking for crime fiction, on which she ran university evening courses. Her knowledge of books she had read was encyclopaedic and she was happy to admit that she was addicted to reading; she became acutely aware of this while attending a silent retreat, which limited her reading to one passage from the Bible each day. This reduced her to reading the cereal packets on the breakfast table. 
Monica exemplified the advice, “Live adventurously”, and conversations with her provided unexpected and sometimes startling glimpses into a life full of variety and experience. Fortunately, she was a writer as well as a reader, and her books, The Turkish time machine, Going back, and Tents in the clouds, reflect her distinctive voice. Always generous in appreciating other people’s qualities, Monica was genuinely modest and unassuming about her own considerable gifts and achievements. She possessed an open and lively mind, a warm interest in people, and a real gift for friendship. She delighted in welcoming people to her home on Crawfurd Road in south Edinburgh, where she was a well loved neighbour for many decades.  Monica’s natural instinct was to find that of God in everyone, and this drew many friends to her, Quaker and otherwise.  
She did indeed walk cheerfully over the world, and even at the age of nearly a hundred, could still recall in detail every one of the beloved mountains she had climbed.
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