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GENERAL MEETING FOR SCOTLAND

11th September, 2021
Held by Zoom
21/09/01 Worship
We have spent time in worship together during which Quaker faith & practice 2.36 was read. We are reminded that our worship draws us together in the Eternal Presence, within which we all live and move and have our being.
21/09/02 Welcome to all present
We welcome all Friends who are with us today, to General Meeting for Scotland, held by Zoom. 
We regret that to comply with Covid19 restrictions, we were prevented from meeting in person, hosted by West Scotland Area Meeting. 

The total numbers of those present will be added to these minutes.

East Scotland

12









South East Scotland   
17







North Scotland
10
 


  


West Scotland
12

Other AMs
 2

Visitors
 1    



Total: 54, including 2 attenders 
21/09/03 Greetings to General Meeting for Scotland

Our clerk has received an email from John Bremner, Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Officer of the Scotland Synod of the United Reformed Church, asking her to convey their warmest greetings and good wishes to our meeting today. 

We thank them for their interest and support.
 

21/09/04 Elders for this meeting
We are grateful to Friends present who have offered to serve as Elders for this meeting. Their duties are listed on the back of the agenda. Names of those serving for today have been noted. We remind Friends that all of us share the duties of oversight and spiritual care of our Meetings, not just those appointed to carry them out. 
21/09/05 Reporter of this Meeting
We appoint Pamala McDougall from East Scotland Area Meeting to report on this meeting to The Friend and the Scottish Friend.  We ask West Scotland Area Meeting to report on General Meeting in November.
21/09/06 Recording between-meetings decisions

We note that the following appointments were made by between-meetings procedure:

Nominations 
We rescind the appointment of Brian Ashley as Convenor of the GM working group to identify options for change in the way we work which would benefit Quakers in Scotland (GMS minute 21/06/08). Brian had not agreed to his name being brought forward for this role.
GM Nominations Committee has brought forward the following names: 

GM working group to identify options for change in the way we work which would benefit Quakers in Scotland
Brian Ashley, (Shetland LM) 

Kate Arnot, (Polmont LM)

Laurie Naumann, (Central Fife LM)
The names above being acceptable, we appoint the Friends named above to serve from now until March 2022.

Elizabeth Allen, Clerk 
Adwoa Bittle, Assistant Clerk
Michael Hutchinson, Assistant Clerk
22nd June 2021
Nominations
GM Nominations Committee has brought forward the following names: 
GM working group to identify options for change in the way we work which would benefit Quakers in Scotland 
Lesley Richards (Worcester & Shropshire AM), as Convenor
To serve with immediate effect until March 2022
Scottish Friend, Assistant Editor
Amer Syed (Aberdeen LM)
To serve with immediate effect until the end of December 2023
 
The names above being acceptable, we appoint the Friends named accordingly, by between-meetings procedure.
 
Elizabeth Allen, Clerk 
Adwoa Bittle, Assistant Clerk 
Michael Hutchinson, Assistant Clerk
 
25th June 2021
21/09/07 Update on Scottish Parliamentary Engagement Officer’s Post

Further to minutes 21/06/13, we are pleased to note that on 17th July, 2021 Britain Yearly Meeting Management Meeting agreed to make the Scottish Parliamentary Engagement Officer’s post a permanent position and to confirm the appointment of Andrew Tomlinson.

21/09/08 Scottish Churches Housing Action
Minute 21/06/16 applies.  
On 15th July, 2021, our clerk received a letter from Scottish Churches Housing Action informing us that without the support of its members, the Board had no choice but to decide to wind up the organisation. As a member church, we were thanked for our support given over the 27 years during which SCHA was in existence.
We were asked to give our support to Homeless Sunday, which takes place each year on the Sunday closest to World Homeless Day. In 2021 it is on 10th October.
21/09/09 New members, transfers and deaths
From Area Meeting minutes since General Meeting on 13th June, we record the following: 
TRANSFERS OF MEMBERSHIP - IN

Pat Instone, from Stafford AM to NSAM

Phil Instone, from Stafford AM to NSAM

James Grant, from North London AM to SESAM
Janice Gale, from Dorset and South Wiltshire AM to WSAM
TRANSFERS OF MEMBERSHIP - OUT

Robert Wilson, from NSAM to Manchester & Warrington AM
NEW MEMBERS
Fabien Camus (NSAM)

Sylvia Thomson (NSAM)

Anne Hitchen (NSAM)
Ray Halliday (SESAM)
DEATHS 
Dreda Cook (NSAM)

Alan Parker (SESAM) on 10th July 2021
RESIGNATION OF MEMBERSHIP
Jane Pearn (SESAM)

21/09/10 Report on Shindig 2021

We thank our Young Friends who attended Shindig 2021 for producing the video report, which we have just watched. We ask Matthew Bittle to convey our appreciation to them. 
We are pleased to hear how the event provided such a powerful and meaningful spiritual experience to those participating. We also heard about how the visit of the ice cream van compensated for not being able to arrange outside visits. Matthew has responded to our questions and comments.   Link to Shindig video report: https://bit.ly/shindig2021   
We are grateful to the Shindig team and trustees for preparing a safe space for our young people in Covid times, making it possible to hold Shindig 2021 in person. We are pleased that General Meeting was able to contribute an extra £1000 this year, which helped pay for the additional costs of providing a Covid safe event.
21/09/11 Interim Report from GM Working Group to identify options for change in the way we work which would benefit Quakers in Scotland

The written interim report of this group (informally referred to as the Options for Scotland Group) giving an overview of its work so far was circulated in advance of this meeting, as Paper A. Minute 21/03/19 refers. 
We welcome the group’s convenor, Lesley Richards, who has spoken about the group’s progress so far and the journey ahead of it. She has answered our questions. The group has already met with treasurers and trustees from the area meetings. Its work is to help us find our own solutions to the issues facing us in expanding our flourishing Quaker community in Scotland. 

We thank Lesley for speaking to us today and the group for the work it is doing on our behalf. 

The members of the group are: 

Kate Arnot (Polmont LM) 

Brian Ashley (Shetland LM) 

Alyson Buchan (Perth LM) 

Kate Gulliver (Ayrshire LM) 

Laurie Nauman (Central Fife LM) 

Lesley Richards (Convenor - Worcestershire & Shropshire AM) 

Phyllida Sales (Inverness LM) 

Robin Waterston (St Andrews LM) 

Jay Wilkinson (Argyll LM) 

We encourage Zoe Prosser, our Local Development worker, to liaise with the group to assist in its work. She may attend meetings of the group.
21/09/12 Parliamentary Working Group Report

The report of the Parliamentary Engagement Working Group was circulated in advance of this meeting, as Paper B. 
We thank Joyce Taylor for her report and the group for its work.
21/09/13 Scottish Parliamentary Engagement Officer’s Report

We welcome Andrew Tomlinson to General Meeting today. We are delighted that his post has been made permanent and we thank him for the help he gives us as individual Friends pursuing our Quaker concerns.

Andrew has spoken to us about the following aspects of his work on our GMS priorities: engaging with members of the Scottish Parliament; keeping abreast with changes in the Scottish political landscape; watching the Scottish Parliament’s agenda, for opportunities for engagement on issues which concern Quakers in Scotland; working with coalitions to try to influence the programme of government.
Andrew has drawn to our attention the unique make up of the new Scottish Government, with the Scottish National Party and Scottish Greens forming a governing partnership, making this the first time the Greens will be in a national government in the UK - a significant step in the year Glasgow hosts COP 26. The partnership deal focuses on the issues of common concern to the parties and excludes areas where there is disagreement. With the urgency of the climate emergency, it is our hope that this will push Scotland to go further and faster with measures to protect our planet.
In the run up to the Scottish Parliamentary Elections in May, the Parliamentary Engagement Working Group asked each political party to:

1. Demonstrate that they plan urgent action to tackle the climate emergency. 

2. Prioritise improving the circumstances of the poor and vulnerable. 

3. Incentivise agro-ecological farming, sustainable land use and the circular economy.

4. Acknowledge Scotland's obligation to support and fund poorer nations in slowing and adapting to climate change.

The publication this week of the Programme for Government 2021 – 2022, has allowed us to see where progress has been made in these four areas of concern to us, and to identify opportunities for further action. In particular, we are please to see that the Scottish Government will implement the recommendations of the Just Transmission Commission to build a net zero economy that is fair for all, and start to publish Just Transition plans for every sector and region. Given our engagement with the All Our Rights in Law consultation, we note with interest the Scottish Government’s intention to put forward a new Human Rights Bill, which will include as far as possible the incorporation of four UN human rights treaties into Scots Law. We welcome the intention to take forward a new Land Reform Bill, which will address the concentration of land ownership in Scotland and will include a public interest test. 
Andrew has drawn our attention to the following items in the current Programme for Government, which he identified as potential opportunities for Friends’ engagement:

· Just transition plans for every region

· Natural Environment Bill, putting in place key legislation to restore and protect nature (in year 3 of the parliament) There will also be a new biodiversity strategy including changes in the way we use and manage land, and protected habitats and ecosystems like peatlands.
· Consultation on applying conditionality to public funding

· New Human Rights Bill (consultation in year 1)

· New Land Reform Bill

· Good food nation Bill (this year)

· Consultation on local food strategy, to support a vision for healthy, sustainable and local food

· Agriculture Bill

· Circular economy Bill

· Community Wealth building Bill, helping to create and protect jobs and enable greater community and third sector ownership of assets.
· Children’s Care and Justice Bill, which will be of interest to our Community Justice Network and Group
· A planned Peace Institute, which will focus on human rights, and help further understanding of conflict resolution and peace

Despite some welcome proposals, from our perspective there are gaps in the programme: there is no mention of militarisation in schools and of peace education. As well as responding to the opportunities, we need to consider how we bring issues not on the current political agenda, into public debate and to the attention of our MSPs and the Scottish Government. We might wish to discuss this in our local meetings.
We thank Andrew for his presentation today and for answering our questions. We express our appreciation to him for the all the work he does on our behalf. Andrew has provided us with the following link to a PowerPoint version of his talk.
 https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DiOQuO_rJuu1RTjHT5SKnbgyqo4Ykxeu/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107540080662654130012&rtpof=true&sd=true
21/09/14 Group discussion

In small groups we have discussed the question:

"How can we as Quakers build relationships with politicians and engage them in Quaker work, hoping to influence the decisions they make?"
We did not share our group discussions today but hope that they continue in our local meetings.
21/09/15 Nominations

Please see minute 21/09/06 for appointments made by between-meetings procedure.
We are grateful for the work of our GM Nominations Committee. They have brought us the following name:
Children and Young People’s Advocate Support

Mary Troup (Glasgow LM)
To serve from 1st January 2022 to 31st December 2024 - 1st triennium

This name being acceptable, we appoint Mary accordingly.

Release from service

Rosemary Hartill has asked to be released from service on the Parliamentary Engagement Working Group from the end of December 2021. We agree to this request and thank Rosemary for her work on this group.
21/09/16 Meeting for Sufferings report

Ann Kerr has provided us with a written update on Meeting for Sufferings held on 10th July 2021, circulated as Paper C. 
Ann referred to how Meeting for Sufferings has struggled to engage with young adult Friends and has made some recommendations as a result. The suggestion has been made that General Meeting could usefully engage with the same matter, and this will be brought back to us. 
We thank Ann for her report.
21/09/17 Quakers in Scotland and COP 26

Martin Mansell’s written report on the work on the COP 26 Hub Group, detailing opportunities for engagement with COP 26 was circulated in advance of this meeting, as Paper D. Martin has spoken to us today and answered our questions.
He has shared the current plans for our Quaker contributions to COP 26, which will focus on four areas: 

· Providing Glasgow Meeting House as a resource for Quakers

· Providing accommodation for visiting Friends and others through the Human Hotel platform and the Glasgow Meeting Bed and Breakfast scheme.
· Support for delegates from the Global South 
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/support-global-south-activists-get-to-cop26.
· Disseminating information about COP 26 to Quakers in Scotland

We have heard about plans for the use of Glasgow Meeting House during COP 26 and Martin has shown us the Daily Spiritual Nourishment leaflet, listing events. We are grateful to Glasgow Local Meeting for setting up a quiet space for Quaker worship and contemplation during the COP. We find the programme of events in the Meeting House inspiring and are pleased that some of these will be shared with others around the world. In particular we note plans for an online international group of young Quakers during the COP. We suggest that some of the events be recorded and shared.
We have been told that there is a need for practical and spiritual support for Friends keeping Glasgow Meeting House open during COP26. We encourage Friends to consider how they might help.
Suggestions about what Friends can do and up-to-date information about COP 26 are to be found on the COP 26 webpage on the Quakers in Scotland website, which is maintained by Zoe Prosser, our Local Development Worker. Zoe has also been involved in setting up an activists’ group, which has produced the poster and a list of activities, circulated with papers for this meeting. We note that Zoe is willing to speak to local meetings to encourage them to take local action.
We thank Martin for speaking to us today. We are grateful for the work being done by the COP 26 Hub Group.

21/09/18 Our witness with others on Climate justice

Some of our Quaker witness is carried out in partnership with other groups, both religious and secular. To further our concern about the climate emergency, in 2019 General Meeting joined Stop Climate Chaos Scotland (SCCS), a diverse coalition of more than 50 organisations campaigning together on climate change. Our contact with SCCS is through the PEWG: Rosemary Hartill attends meetings of the Public Campaigns Group and Andrew Tomlinson is on the Advocacy Committee. Rosemary’s report on GM’s membership of SCCS was circulated in advance of this meeting, as Paper E.

Today, Rosemary has shared with us her personal experience of engaging with SCCS, as our Quaker representative. 
Her first task was to seek knowledge about the climate emergency, which she felt she lacked. She found the information on the Climate Assembly website useful. https://www.climateassembly.uk/
Reading this brought moments of despair at what was happening globally but also moments of hope in the ways people are responding. 
Radical things can be done but we need to show our politicians that the public wants action. This is a huge task but partnerships are an effective way of tackling it, and while working with others it is always inspiring to experience how different groups work. 
Rosemary’s specific contribution to SCCS is in helping with their public campaigns. To this she brings her communication skills. Much of this work is done through social media - for example the SCCS August campaign targeting MSPs. Rosemary encouraged our participation in the SCCS Global Day of Action during COP 26. It is on Saturday 6th November and a large turnout is expected in Glasgow.
In general, what do Quakers bring to the coalitions we work with? We bring our research into the issue; our help with strategy; and our encouragement of their dedicated staff. We also publicise the issue through our meetings.

Rosemary has found this work very rewarding and looks forward to COP 26 and to the warm welcome to folk from around the world attending the COP, which SCCS will provide.

Link to further information on SCCS: https://www.stopclimatechaos.scot/
Link to what is happening in September: https://climatefringe.org/week/ 
During our discussion, which followed, we have been reminded that we need to ask ourselves what we are going to do practically and spiritually after COP 26. We know that COP 26 is a stage in a very long process. The journey continues.
We thank Rosemary for her report and for speaking to us today. We appreciate Rosemary and the PEWG’s commitment to representing Quakers in Scotland on SCCS.

21/09/19 Worship Sharing

We ended our afternoon session with a period of worship sharing.
21/09/20 Notices
UN International Peace Day event
Friends are invited to the Scottish Parliament Nuclear Disarmament Cross Party Group Meeting with Beatrice Fihn, Daniel Hogsta and Rebecca Johnson. The event will take place by Zoom at 5.30 pm on 21st September 2021. It is being hosted by Bill Kidd MSP.  Please register at SCNDCPG@yahoo.com  Further details from Janet Fenton.

COP 26 Pilgrimage

Friends might be interested in taking part in the Art and Ecology Pilgrimage. Cath Dyer has offered to provide more details.  Here is the link: https://artandecology.earth/pilgrimage-for-cop26/
21/09/21 Closing Minute
We record our thanks to the Friends who set up and hosted this GM by Zoom. 

There being no further business to bring before General Meeting, we conclude, intending to meet next in a blended meeting in Edinburgh Quaker Meeting House on 20th November, 2021, if nothing occurs to prevent.
Elizabeth Allen, 

Clerk
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