Portobello and Musselburgh Local Meeting, 

Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

Meeting for Worship for Business

Sunday, 25 May 2014

Changes Community Health Centre, Musselburgh
11 Friends were present: Kim Smith, Carolyn Urquhart, Alastair Cameron, Jane Lewis, David Turner, Justin Kenrick, Mary Woodward, Emma Milton, Heather Stacey, Katrina McCrea, Chris Booth

Prevented: April Middleton, Jon Middleton, Vanessa Ferrarato, Joan Torbett-Schofield, Kerry Oliver, Mary Jane Elton (childcare), Ida Turner, Mark Ballard.

Advices and Queries no 15 was read in the opening silence of our meeting.

Minute 6 (2014):   Minutes of Last Meeting
The minutes of our last meeting for worship for business, held on 12 January 2014, have been signed and placed in the minute book.

Minute 7 (2014):  Roles in our Meeting
We record that Area Meeting has appointed Mary Woodward and Kim Smith as elders, and Mary Jane Elton and April Middleton as Overseers attached to our local meeting. We thank them for agreeing to serve.

We have received a request from Don Stubbings, Convenor of Area Meeting Nominations Committee, to recommend a Friend to serve on Area Meeting Nominations Committee. We appoint Katrina McCrea, and thank her for her offer to serve in this role.

Minute 8 (2014):  Pastoral Care in our Meeting
Copies of a paper summarising a proposed framework for sharing pastoral care within our meeting have been distributed. We ask Elders and Overseers to begin working to those arrangements in the months to come. We will have an update on these arrangements six months after they are implemented, and a full review after a year. We thank the pastoral care group for producing this clear plan.

Minute 9 (2014):  Premises Search Group Report and Potential New Premises
Alastair Cameron provided a brief update from the Premises Search Committee. The group had found only one viable option other than Changes: the Stonyhill Community Centre.

In the longer term there are possible opportunities arising from the union of the three Portobello Church of Scotland churches. The decision on this is to be made on 15 June, and there are ideas in the air about community ownership of the remaining church halls. This is not an immediate option for our meeting, but might become so in the coming months or years. We ask Justin Kenrick and Emma Milton to keep us informed about progress in this area.

Several Friends had gathered fro a meeting for worship at Stonyhill community Centre on Sunday 27 April 2014, with a view to considering whether this venue might be suitable as a future premises for our meeting. We received feedback on the experience of meeting at Stonyhill from several friends by email, and this was read out in our meeting. Feelings about its suitability were very mixed – it is not an ideal solution, particularly in terms of accessibility and privacy, but we do feel the need to move from Changes if possible as this space is too small for our needs.

We agree to follow the decisions of the Portobello churches closely and also to hold another meeting for worship at Stonyhill Community Centre to enable more Friends to take part and to provide another opportunity to consider it as a possible venue for our meeting. We ask the Premises Search Committee to make arrangements for this.

We will review the issue again at a future meeting. We thank the Premises search Committee for their efforts in seeking out a suitable venue for our meeting.

Minute 10 (2014):  Wool Against Weapons campaign
Jane Lewis has told us about the Wool Against Weapons campaign, an initiative many in our local meeting and Area Meeting are closely involved in. We agree as a local meeting to endorse the aims and activities of this campaign and encourage other meetings in our Area Meeting to also support it. In particular, Friends are asked to support the 28 June event, where as many people as possible will be needed to hold the scarf.

We will forward this minute, with information on wool against weapons Scotland to Area Meeting. We agree to have a collection at our next meeting to support some of the costs of the Wool Against Weapons Campaign.

