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SOUTH EDINBURGH MEETING 
November 2017  

 
Conscientious Objector, by David Jagger, 1917 

(British Realists at MOMA2 till Oct 29 - recommended) 

MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP 
Every Sunday at 10.30 am at the Open Door, 
420 Morningside Road, EH10 5HY, with separate 
children’s meeting. 

Central Edinburgh on Sundays holds a small, 
quiet, shorter meeting at 9.30 am in addition to 
main meeting at 11.00. Victoria Terrace. 

Weekdays at Victoria Terrace: Wed 12.30-1.00. 
Plus 8.00 am for half an hour on Mon and Fri. 

At Portobello: 2nd and 4th Sundays at 11am, 
Fisherrow Centre, South St, Musselburgh EH21 
6AT. With children’s meeting. Bus stop by Brunton 
Theatre. 1st Sunday evening meetings 7.30-8 at 
Portobello and Joppa Parish Church (formerly St 
Phillips), Brunstane Rd North.  

At Broughton St Mary’s: 4th Sunday. 7pm in the 
Drummond Room at Broughton St Mary’s Church, 
22 Bellevue Cresc.  

More meetings are listed in Sesame, or see 
quakerscotland.org 

SPECIAL COLLECTION 
In November is for Prison Phoenix Trust 
Scotland, theppt.org.uk/scotland It encourages 
spiritual welfare through meditation and yoga.  
Rachel Howell will speak to this.  

 
LOCAL MEETING EVENTS 

There will be a Meeting at Faslane on Sun 12 
Nov. Information from Alison Burnley.  

General Meeting for Scotland at Elgin on Sat 18 
Nov has an interesting programme and number of 
visitors from afar. Business from 11, refreshments 
from 10. It is hope that Friends will be able to stay 
with local Friends in Aberdeen or Inverness.  

Area Meeting will be held at Portobello on Sat 25 
Nov. Details at meeting.  

 

 

 

OTHER QUAKER EVENTS  
The Drop-In Group 1st Monday afternoons, 
contact Sylvia Massey. 

Singing Group 1st Tuesdays, 7.30pm at Victoria 
Terrace. Contact Rachel Frith. 

Rachel Frith offers Coffee at Rachel’s at 10.15 
on 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month.  

Edinburgh Women’s Interfaith Group meets on 
3rd Wednesdays at 7pm. www.edinwig.org.uk. 

Book Group At Victoria Terrace after Meeting on 
4th Sunday of each month. Rachel Frith.  

 

 

 

 
 

More Events and News on the Back Page
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One of the first Kindergartens, in Canongate  

 

This little book is a charming account of a “child garden” that the author set up and ran in the slums of the 
Canongate from 1906 to 1912. She was one of the first people in this country to try to put into practice the 
ideas of the German educationalist Friedrich Froebel who started the kindergarten movement. She writes 
that the aim was not to give instruction but to create an environment in which the child’s “inherent capacities” 
would unfold into “a pure and perfect whole, just as a seed becomes a flower in the hands of a skilled 
gardener”.  
It was not easy. And Miss Holmes is often exhausted. The patch she first takes over is littered with broken 
bottles, cans, boots, stays, potato peelings, two dead puppies and one dead cat. These have been thrown 
out of the windows of the surrounding tenements. Every morning it is necessary to go round and pick up 
what has been thrown down the night before. The children don’t know what grass is. One little girl’s favourite 
game is to play at being drunk which she does with horrible realism. But gradually the garden becomes 
respected by the community.. Some mornings there is nothing to pick up. Snowdrops and daisies bloom and 
the children take keen pleasure in their “floo’ers”.  
One of the delights of the book is the comments the children make, always reported in broad Scots. Life is 
harsh in the old town. Meals often consist only of “pieces” of bread and jam eaten in the street and when 
Miss Holmes appears in a new blouse and says she has made it herself, she is asked ”What oot o’? Yer 
mither’s skirt?”  
 Miss Holmes also gives us insight into the attitudes of philanthropic middle class ladies like herself in this 
period. She says that many girls and women who are free from the necessity of earning a living could find 
great fulfilment by giving themselves thus to the service of Christ in His poor children.  
 The Kindergarten starts with three children and by the end has fifty but however hard she tries Miss Holmes 
never manages to entirely stamp out bad practices such as children being given ha’pennies to spend on 
sweets, even if their families are very poor. “While we think we are establishing a deep rooted love of duty for 
its own sake, at home the child is being bribed with ha’pennies. The children are just as loving and lovable as 
any other children. At five they are alive with desire for the mysterious and spiritual. But the evil effects of the 
street are appalling. The mother’s ignorance, even her undisciplined love itself is bound to crush out a great 
deal that is good”.   
Deirdre gave a talk on the work of Friedrick Froebel to the Monday club earlier this year and showed us 
some pictures from the book. The children are all wearing little pinafores. Peolple wondered about this and I 
can now reveal that they were indeed provided by the kindergarten but the mothers had to wash them at 
weekends. Deirdre leant me her copy of the book and I know she would be very happy to lend it to others.  
At the end of her diary, which she published to raise funds for her nursery, Lilian Holmes looks forward to a 
day when the Kindergarten movement, through reforming the culture of the poor, would no longer be 
needed. The creation of the Welfare State has ameliorated, at least for a time, the extreme poverty people 
suffered in the Canongate in Edwardian days of but Froebel’s idea that small children learn best through play 
is still influential in nursery practice in Edinburgh today.  
 

  

The diary of a Free Kindergarten  
By Lileen Hardy, 1913 

 
Available free online at  
archive.org/details/diaryoffreekinde00hardrich 
 
Catriona Courtier 
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Giving to Friends via CAF 
 
I don't know if you find the demands on your purse with all the charity concerns around us a bit 
overwhelming, but if you do I'd just like to introduce Charity Aid Foundation (often known by its initials CAF) 
which operates a bit like a bank account. You can pay in money any time you want, by standing order or over 
the phone with a debit card. 
CAF reclaim any of the 20% tax you will have paid on this money (assuming you are a tax payer – if you are 
not it's still quite good but not as persuasively excellent!), and you can then ask CAF to pay out money as 
regularly as you like to your nominated charities just like a standing order on a bank account. If you are lucky 
enough to be a higher rate tax payer you can reclaim the difference between the 20% tax rate and the higher 
tax band.  
CAF make a small charge for reclaiming the 20% tax, but it gives you a bigger pot of funds to distribute. 
The great thing is that you don't need to remember each month to send funds to Monthly Meeting for 
example: CAF do it for you. And if for some reason your account runs dry the CAF account will stop until its 
refilled. 
I like to remember some charities once a year (you know the sort of thing: the anniversary of being saved by 
the Lifeboat, or on the birthday of my budgie something for the RSPB), so I set up a standing order to cover 
this. 
What's great is that you get statements showing what your giving has involved, and in the event of a major 
tragedy your statement will show you if you have surplus funds to send to an earthquake appeal or the like. 
And yes you get a cheque book, and a 'bank' card. You can only send money to registered charities, and 
once you've put money into the CAF account you can't reclaim it! 
Piece of cake! Here is a fictional monthly statement. 
By the way, autumn is an excellent time to review such matters! 

Rufus 

  
 

 

 

World map of Friends, from a new poster from FWCC 

F R I E N D S  W O R L D  C O M M I T T E E
F O R  C O N S U L T A T I O N

Finding Quakers
Around the
World

Section of 
the Americas
140,065 Friends
www.fwccamericas.org
Argentina (10)
Mission
Belize (10)
Belize Worship Group
Bolivia (28,500)
Iglesia Evangélica Estrella de Belén
Iglesia Evangélica Unión Boliviana Amigos
Iglesia Nacional del Seminario Bíblico
Iglesia Nacional Evangélica los Amigos
Junta Anual de los Amigos Central
Misión Boliviana de Santidad Amigos
Brazil (130)
Evangelical Friends
Canada (1,300)
Canadian YM
Colombia (10)
Junta Mensual de Bogotá
Costa Rica (90)
Monteverde MM
Grupo San José de la Sociedad Religiosa de los Amigos
Grupo de Adoración Conservador
Cuba (900)
Junta Anual de la Iglesia de los Amigos (Cuáqueros) en Cuba
Dominican Republic (148)
Evangelical Friends
El Salvador (550)
Iglesia de los Amigos en el Salvador
Guatemala (19,830)
Iglesia Evangélica Nacional Amigos de Guatemala
Junta Anual Amigos de Santidad
Junta Mensual de la Iglesia Evangélica Embajadores Amigos
Haiti (1,200)
Evangelical Friends
Honduras (2,500)
Junta Anual Amigos de Honduras
Jamaica (2,100)
Jamaica YM
Evangelical Friends
México (1,250)
Evangelical Friends
Junta Anual de México
Junta Anual Valle de México
Oaxaca WG
Reunión General de los Amigos en México
San Miguel WG
Nicaragua (200) 
Evangelical Friends 
Panama (45)
Evangelical Friends
Perú (1,200)
Iglesia Nacional Evangélica los Amigos de Perú

United States (80,092)
Alaska Friends Conference
Alaska YM 
Baltimore YM
Central YM 
Evangelical Friends Church Eastern Region 
Evangelical Friends Church Mid-America YM
Evangelical Friends Church Southwest 
Great Plains YM
Illinois YM
Indiana YM
Intermountain YM
Iowa YM (Conservative)
Iowa YM (FUM)
Lake Erie YM
New Association of Friends
New England YM
New York YM
North Carolina YM (Conservative)
North Carolina YM (FUM)
North Pacific YM
Northern YM
Northwest YM of Friends Church
Ohio YM
Ohio Valley YM
Pacific YM
Philadelphia YM
Piedmont Friends YM and Fellowship
Rocky Mountain YM 
South Central YM
Southeastern YM
Southern Appalachian YM and Association
Western Association of Friends
Western YM
Wilmington YM

Europe and 
Middle  East Section
32,141 Friends
www.fwccemes.org
Albania (380)
Evangelical Friends
Belgium and Luxembourg (106) 
Belgium and Luxembourg YM
Croatia (50)
Evangelical Friends
Czech Republic (12)
Prague Recognized Meeting
Plzeň Worship Group
Denmark (30)
Denmark YM
Estonia (6)
Tallinn Worship Group
Finland (30)
Finland YM
France (160)
France YM
Georgia (12)
Tbilisi Worship Group
Germany and Austria (453)
German YM
Greece (3)
Athens Christian Friends Meeting
Hungary (4,012)
Budapest Recognized Meeting
Evangelical Friends
Iceland (3)
Iceland Worship Group
Ireland (2,046)
Evangelical Friends
Ireland YM
Italy (16)
Bologna Recognized Meeting
Rome Worship Group
Latvia (4)
Liepaja Recognized Meeting
Lebanon and Palestine (70)
Middle East YM

Lithuania (4)
Friends in Vilnius
Malta (6)
Friends Group
Netherlands (115)
Netherlands YM
Norway (200)
Norway YM
Poland (20)
Bialystock Worship Group
Poznan Worship Group
Warsaw Worship Group
Portugal (6)
Cascais/Lisbon
Romania (920)
Evangelical Friends
Russia (26)
Moscow MM
St. Petersburg Worship Group
Serbia (50)
Belgrade Worship Group
Evangelical Friends
Spain (13)
Barcelona MM
Gran Canaria
Madrid Worship Group
Sweden (130)
Sweden YM
Switzerland (181)
Switzerland YM
Ukraine (10)
Evangelical Friends
Kiev Worship Group
Periaslav Worship Group
United Kingdom (23,067)
Britain YM

Asia-West Pacific 
Section
23,946 Friends
www.fwccawps.org
Aotearoa/New Zealand (1,000)
Aotearoa/New Zealand YM
Australia (1,850)
Australia YM
Bangladesh (580)
Evangelical Friends
Bhutan (2,000)
Evangelical Friends
Cambodia (10)
Cambodia YM
Phnom Penh Worship Group
Hong Kong (27)
Hong Kong MM
India (3,431)
Bhopal YM
Bundelkhand YM
Evangelical Friends – Delhi
Evangelical Friends – Kolkata
General Conference of Friends in India
Mahoba YM
Marble Rocks MM
Mid-India YM
Christian Friends Trust
Indonesia (1,800)
Evangelical Friends
Japan (120)
Japan YM
South Korea (83)
Seoul MM
Daejon MM

Myanmar (10)
Myanmar Worship Group
Nepal (7,600)
Evangelical Friends
Philippines (380)
Philippines Evangelical Friends Church
Berean MM
Philippines Bohal Worship Group
Singapore (10)
Singapore Worship Group
Taiwan (5,000)
Taiwan YM
Thailand (45)
Evangelical Friends

Connecting Friends

Crossing Cultures

Changing Lives

. . . through Faith

 Yearly Meeting

 Monthly Meeting or Worship Group
 (not affiliated with a Yearly Meeting)

 Emerging Meetings

2 0 1 7

WORLD OFFICE
173 Euston Road
London NW1 2AX, UK
PHONE +44 (0)207 663 1199
E-MAIL: world@friendsworldoffice.org
fwcc.world
UK Charity 211647

SECTION OF THE AMERICAS
1506 Race Street
Philadelphia, PA 19102, USA
PHONE: +1 215 241 7250
FAX: +1 215 241 7285
E-MAIL: americas@fwccamericas.org
www.fwccamericas.org

AFRICA SECTION
PO Box 41946
Nairobi, Kenya
PHONES: +254 2 570 077
+254 2 567 601
E-MAIL: fwccas@gmail.com
www.fwccafrica.org

EUROPE AND MIDDLE EAST SECTION
PO Box 1157
Histon
Cambridge CB24 9XQ, UK
PHONE: +44 1223 479585
E-MAIL: emes@fwccemes.org
www.fwccemes.org

ASIA-WEST PACIFIC SECTION
PO Box 6063 O’Connor
ACT Australia 2602
PHONE: +61 402 745 548
E-MAIL: info@fwccawps.org
www.fwccawps.org
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Africa Section
181,405 Friends
www.fwccafrica.org
Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia, 
South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe (80) 
Central and Southern Africa YM
Burundi (47,600)
Kibimba YM
Kwibuka YM
Cameroon (10)
Douala Worship Group
Congo, Republic of the (10)
Brazzaville Friends Worship Group
Congo, Democratic Republic of the (4,220)
Friends in Congo
Kinshasa MM
Mbujimayi Worship Group
Quakers de Kamina
Ghana (10)
Hill House MM
Kenya (119,285)
Bware YM
Central YM
Chavakali YM
Chebuyusi YM
Chwele YM
East Africa YM (Kaimosi)
East Africa YM (North)
Elgon East YM
Elgon RSF YM
Evangelical – Kitale
Evangelical – Efick
Evangelical – Thika
Madagascar (20)
Madagascar Worship Group
Nigeria (20)
Gboko Worship Group
Lagos Worship Group
Port Harcourt Quaker Group
Rwanda (6,000)
Rwanda YM
Sierra Leone (10)
Freetown Worship Group

Evangelical – Althi River 
Highlands YM
Kakamega YM
Lugari YM
Malava YM
Nairobi YM
Nairobi Intl Mtg
Soy YM
Tongaren YM
Tuloi YM
Vihiga YM
Vokoli YM

Tanzania (3,100)
Pemba YM
Tanzania YM
Uganda (1,040)
Evangelical Friends
Uganda YM

Europe and
Middle East

9%Asia-West 
Pacific

6%

Americas

36%

Africa

49%
North 
America

22%

Caribbean 
and Latin 14% 
America

FWCC
World Office
377,557
Friends Worldwide
fwcc.world
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MORE NEWS AND DATES 

Longing and Belonging and Balfour – an 
‘evocative music and spoke word conert marking 
the centenary of the Balfour Declaration’ by Bristol 
Friend David Mowat, 7.30 at the Storytelling 
Centre on Sat 4 Nov (costs). More at 
bit.ly/2zH6l9N  
 
 

Space to pencil your contribution to the next 
issue. Your 30-word review would fit perfectly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This newsletter is published on the last Sunday of 
each month, most of the time. Your gontributions 
welgomed by  neilturn@gmail.com  
This edition, plus archives and more, are available 
from quakerscotland.org/south-edinburgh 

Happy Birthday 
To Aran, who will be 13 on the 1st, and to 
Athena, who will be 14 on the 26th.  

 
In honour of the Scottish Empire 

 

Certainly Quakerly online 
The new Quaker blog from Friends House 
quaker.org.uk/blog continues to provide 
interesting posts, and mentioning it helps our 
relevance count (they like ennumerating) no 
end.  
Oct 26: Eight things we learned at Quaker 
Activist Gathering (reading time 4 minutes).  
Sep 29: How do we build an economy on 
Quaker principles? (reading time 5 minutes). 

Quaker relevance 99%	

 

Not unQuakerly online 
Twitter acccount of the month is Inappropriate 
Gavels, @igavels. Entirely devoted to correcting 
the misconception that British judges use gavels.  

 

 
Quaker relevance 0.3%	


